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ment: and, therefore, | suppose the motion can 
‘made. I suppose that no injury can arise from 
making the motion earlier, when it was not 
esiple to make it; I therefore ask that the mo- 
‘sn may be agreed to, and that the bill may be 
recone dered, and again passed. 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 

Mr. PETTIT. I ask that the bill be now put 
upon its passage. : ’ 
‘The Senate proceeded to consider the bill. It 
declares that, whereas the rolls of Captain Abra- 
ham Mattison’s company of New York militia 
ah w that Enoch S. More deserted in 1812; and 

actory evidence * aving been filed in the Pen- 

i Office, that, instead of having deserted, he 
oi « absent on furlough, and sick at the time; and 
as, on an investigation of the evidence by the 
Commissioner of Pensions, it was deemed suffi- 

to grant him an invalid pension; therefore, 

in order to enable him to get a bounty of land 
inder the act of September 28, 1850, and to cor- 
rect the roll, it proposes to direct the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions to correct the roll by erasing 
the words which imply that More had deserted, 
and insert ** sick and absent on furlough;’’ and 
also to vest in More all the rights he would have 
had if he had continued in the company accord- 
ing to the terms of enlistment. 

The bill was again passed. 


RESOLUTIONS ON THE TABLE. 


The Senate proceeded to consider the resolutions 
lving on the President’s table. The first in order 
was one directing the Committee on Commerce to 
inquire into the expediency of providing by law 
for the better security of life and property on board 
of sea-roing steam and other vessels. F 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Thatisa resolution which 
I had the honor to submit a few days ago. I ask 
that it may be passed over for the present. 

The PRESIDENT. That course will be pur- 
sued, if there be no objection. 

There was no objection. 

The next resolution was one submitted yester- 
day by Mr. Sewarp, to provide for the election 
of two chaplains, one by each House, for the 
present session. 

Mr. SEWARD. I learn that the Rev. Mr. 
Slicer, who was, at the last session, one of the 
chaplains of Congress, is detained from the city 
by a distressing family affliction at home; and as 
he probably will feel an interest in this subject, I 
ask that this matter may lie over for a few days. 

The PRESIDENT. The resolution will be 
passed over for the present. The next resolu- 
tion in order on the table, is one submitted by the 
Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Sruarr,] on the 
15th of February, 1854, in these words: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be, and 
they are hereby, instructed to report to the Senate, at as 
early a day as one can reasonably be prepared, a bill making 
appropriations for the improvement of harbors and rivers. 
Mr. STUART. 
that resolution now; I therefore move that it be 
ordered to lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


CONSTRUCTION OF A RULE. 
Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, if there be 


be 


not 


now no bill before the body, I wish to call the | 
attention of the Senate once more to the question 


which I raised some time ago, that it may be un- 
derstood. It is, of course, with no view to oppose 
any bill before the Senate, that I raise this ques- 
tion. The joint ruleto which I called the attention 
of the Senate, was that 


‘ 


‘After six days from the commencement of a second or 
subsequent session of Congress, all bills, resolutions, or re- 
Ports, which originated in either House, and at the close of 
te next preceding session, remained undetermined in 
tither House, shall be resumed and acted on in the same 
Manner as if an adjournment had not taken place.” 

, When I brought this rule to the notice of the 
Senate, it was answered, that at the last session 
the Senate had superseded it, and the Secretary 
read a resolution of the Senate which provided 
that business might be resumed at the present ses- 
Sion, in the stage at which it was left by the 
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|| The SPEAKER. 


|| is the consideration of the following resolution: 


| 
|| Mr. TAYLOR, of Tennessee. I 
| 


It is hardly useful to consider | 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER Jb, 1854. 


| adjournment of Congress, as if there had been no 
adjournment. On reflection, that seems to me not 
to bea sufficientanswer. I donotsee what power 
the Senate has to pass such a resolution, which 
would control and reverse, or subvert a joint rule 
of the two Houses. It seems to me that that rule 
or resolution of the Senate, so far as it conflicts 
with the twenty-first joint rule, is void; otherwise, 
there can be no harmony of action between the two 
Houses. | beg leave, sir, to call your attention 
to it as a presiding officer, and a member of the 
Senate of long experience, that it may have con- 
sideration, if any such case hereafter may re- 
quire it. 
The PRESIDENT. I will look at the point. 
Mr. STUART. Allow meto make a suggestion 
in connection with this subject for the considera- 
tion of the Chair. It strikes me that there is no 
conflict between the provisions. The resolution 
saves the business just as the joint rule does; but 
the joint rule fixes the time at which the business 
shall be taken up. They may, therefore, both 
stand, but the joint rule must control as to the 
time when the business shall be taken up and con- 
sidered. I tnink the Chair on reflection will come 
»to that conclusion. 


The PRESIDENT. The Chair will examine 


|| and consider the subject. 
Mr. STUART. As no Senator seems now to 
|| have any new business to present for considera- 


tion, I move that the Senate adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate ad- 
| journed. : 


| 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
W epnespay, December 6, 1854. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. Witiram H. Miveurn. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
AMERICAN MINISTERS AT OSTEND. 
The business first in order 


Prayer 


Resolved, That the President of the United States inforin 

| this House, if not incompatible with the public interest, 
what was the object or objects of the meeting or confer- 
ence of American ministers at Ostend, and whether the 
said meeting or conference was he!d in obedience to in- 
structions irom the Secretary of State; what the said 
instructions Were, and what was the result of said meeung 

| or conference. 

rise to a 
prt pa question. 

|| I shouid introduce a bill for the repeal or modifi- 

'| cation of the naturalization laws. It is entered 


| 


|, on the record for repeal only, and 1 desire that 
| the proper correction should be made. 

| The SPEAKER. The words ‘or modifica- 
|| tion’? will be entered upon the Journal unless 
\| objection be made. The Chair understands that 
'| such is the character of the notice. 

| Mr. CLINGMAN. I rise toa question of 
||} order, ‘The Chair will recollect that, on my 
motion, I believe, the consideration of the Presi- 
dent’s veto message was postponed until this 
|| morning. I would réspectfully inquire of the 
|| Chair, whether that will be the first business in 
|| order this morning? 

|| The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes, the 
House having ordered the main question to be put 
upon the adoption of the resolution introduced by 
| the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. Sorters,}) 
|| which was last under discussion yesterday, that 
|| that resolution must first be disposed of before the 


| consideration of the veto message can oe taken 


|| up. That will be the first business in order after 


| action is had on the resolution. 
| Mr. CLINGMAN. 


I suppose the Chair is 
right. 


' 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


| The SPEAKER here presented a communi- 
cation from the Treasurer of the United States, 


|| transmitting, in pursuance of law, copies of his 


| accounts with the United States for the third and 
fourth quarters of the year 1853, and the first quar- 


| ter of the year 1854, as adjusted by the officers of |, 


\| the Treasury Department. 


I gave notice yesterday that | 


win, Grow, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Hiester, Hill, 
} 
' 
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THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, PUBLISHED BY JOHN C. RIVES, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Also, a communication from the Secretary of 
the Navy, transmitting, in pursuance with require- 
ment contained in ** the act making appropriation 
for the naval service for the year ending the 30th 
of June, 1853,’’ approved August 31, 1852, a 
report of the number and names of the appoint- 
ments to the Naval School which have been made, 
and the district and State whence each one comes, 
the number of vacancies existing at said school, 
with the congressional district entitled to supply 
them, &c. 

The former communication was laid upon the 
table, and ordered to be printed; and the latter 
was referred to the Committee on Naval A fluirs. 


REPORT OF SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The annual report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury was presented 
yesterday, and ordered to be printed; but there 
was no order made for the printing of extra copies. 
1 now move that the same number of extra copies 
of that document as were printed last session— 
fifteen thousand, I believe—be printed for the use 
of the House. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 


CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS AT OSTEND. 


The SPEAKER. The question recurs upon 
the passage of the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States inform 
this House, if not incompatible with the public interest, 
what was the object or objects of the meeting or conference 
of the American Ministers at Ostend, and whether said 
meeting or conference was in obedience to instructions from 
the Secretary of State ; what the said instructions were, aud 
what was the result of said meeting or conference. 


Mr. CHASTAIN. I move to lay the resolu- 
tion upon the table, and upon that I demand the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 72, nays 90; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Willis Allen, Thomas H. Bayly, Barry, 
Belcher, Bliss, Breckinridge, Bridges, Caskie, Chastain, 
Chrisman, Clark, Cobb, Craige, Curtis, Dawson, Disney, 
Drum, Dunbar, Ellison, English, Faulkner, Florence, Ful 
ler, Goode, Green, Greenwood, Hamilton, Sampson W. 
Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Hastings, Hendricks, Henn, Hib- 
bard, Hughes, Ingersol!, Johnson, George W. Jones, J. 
Glancy Jones, Kurtz, Lewis, Lindsley, Macdonald, Me- 
Dougall, McQueen, Macy, Maurice, Smith Miller, Olds, 
Orr, Phelps, Phillips, Pratt, Richardson, Riddle, Thomas 
Ritchey, Robbins, Rowe, Ruffin, Seymour, Shannon, Shaw, 
Shower, Singleton, William Smith, George W. Smyth, 
Straub, John J. Taylor, Trout, Tweed, Walsh, Warren, 
and Witte—72. 

NAYS—Messrs. David J. Bailey, Ball, Banks, Bennett, 
sristow, Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chandler, Cor- 
win, Cox, Crocker, Cullom, Thomas Davis, De Witt, Dick, 
Dickinson, Eastman, Edmands, Thomas D. Eliot, Ether- 
idge, Everhart, Parley, Flagler, Franklin, Goodrich, Good- 


Hillyer, Houston, Howe, Hunt, Daniel T. Jones, Kerr, 
Knox, Letcher, Lindley, McCulloch, Mace, Matteson, 
Mayall, Meacham, Middleswarth, Millson, Morgan, Mur- 
ray, Andrew Oliverg Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Peck, Peck- 
bam, Pennington, John Perkins, Powell, Preston, Pringle, 
Ready, Reese, David Ritchie, Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, 
Simmons, Skelton, William R. Smith, Sollers, Frederick 
P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stratton, Andrew Stuart, 
John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Teller, Thurston, 
Tracy, Upham, Wade,Walley, Ellibu B, Washburne, Israel 
Washburn, John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Wheel- 
er, and Zoilicoffer—-90. 

The SPEAKER. The question now recurs 
upon the adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I move that there 
be a call of the House, as I want a full vote upon 
this resolution, which I regard as mischievous. 

Cries of ** No!”’ ** No!’’] 

Mr. BAYLY. Well, | wil not insist upon it. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Will it be in order now 
to move to lay the resolution upon the table? 

The SPEAKER. It will not, as the House 
has this moment refused to lay it upon the table. 

Mr. SAGE. I hope we shall have an immedi- 
ate vote upon the resolution. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Will it be in order to move 
to refer the resolution ? ’ 

The SPEAKER. It will not, the previous 
question haying been ordered to be now put. 
|| Mr. McMULLIN. Will! it be in order te 
i move to postpone its consideration indefinitely ? 
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The SPEAKER. It will not, as the House 
has ordered the previous question to be now put, 
which is on the adoption of the resolution. No 
motion in regard to jt is in order. 

Mr. HILLYER. I move to reconsider the 
vote just 

Mr. WHEELER. AndI move to lay that mo- 
tion upon the table. 

The SPEAKER. 
necessary. 

Mr. SKELTON. I move, if it is in order, to 
reconsider the vote by which the Elouse yesterday 
refused to refer this resolution to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

The SPEAKER. 
at this time. 

Mr. ORR. I think that motion is in order. 

The SPEAKER. One motion to reconsider is 
alrendy pending. 

Mr. HILLYER. 1 withdraw the motion. 

Mr. WHEELER. I renew it. 

Mr. HILLYER. I would first inquire of the 
Chair, if the motion which | made be withdrawn, 
will the motion just made by the gentleman from 
New Jersey [Mr. Skevron] be in order? 

The SPEAKER. It will. 

Mr. HILLYER. Then I withdraw it. 

TheSPEAKER. The question, then, is upon 
the motion of the gentleman from New Jersey, to 
reconsider the vote by which the Tlouse refused 
to commit the resolution to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. WASIIBURNE, of Illinois. Will it be 
in order to move to Jay that motion upon the 
table? 

The SPEAKER. The necessity for laying 
that motion upon the table would not seem to 
exist; but ordinarily it is in order to move to lay 
a motion upon the table, and the Chair will enter- 
tain it now. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Then I make the mo- 
tion, and upon that I demand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I desire to inquire of the 
Chair, whether the motion to reconsider the prop- 
osition to refer is now in order, the main question 
having been ordered upon the passage of the res- 
olution? 

The SPEAKER. Such has been the practice 
of the House, uniformly, as the gentleman from 
Ohio will recollect; but the vote must be taken 
without debate. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken; and it was de- 
cided in the negative—yeas 84, nays 89; as fol- 
lowe: 

YEAS—Meesers. Ball, Banks, Bennett, Bristow, Camp- 
bell, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chandler, Chase, Corwin, Cox, 
Crocker, Cullom, Thomas Davis, De Witt, Dick, Dickin 
son, Drum, Eastman, Edinands, Thomas DP. Eliot, Ever- 
hart, Farley, Flagler, Frankiin, Goodrich, Goodwin, Grey, 
Grow, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Hiester, Hill, 
Hlowe, Uunt, Daniel T. Jones, Kerr, Knox, Letcher, 
Lindley, MeCulloch, Mace, Matteson, Mayall, Meacham, 
Middleswarth, Millson, Morgan, Murray, Mordecai Oliver, 
Parker, Peck, Peckham, Pennington, Powell, Pringle, 
Ready, Reese, David Ritchie, Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, 
Simmons, William R. Smith, Sollers, Frederick P. Stan- 
toa, Riehard Hl. Stanton, Stratton, Andrew Stuart, John L. 
Taylor, Nathaniel G. Tayior, Teller, Thurston, Tracy, 
Upbam, Wade, Walley, EBilihu B. Washburne, Israel 
Washburn, Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, and Zollicof- 
fer—t4, 

NAY S—Messrs. Willis Allen, David J. Bailey, Thomas 
Ii. Bayly, Barksdale, Barry, Belcher, Bliss, Bocock, 
Breckinridge, Bridges, Caskie, Chastain, Chrisman, Clark, 
Clingman, Cobb, Colquitt, Craige, Curtis, Dawson, Disney, 
Dowdell, Dunbar, Eddy, Edgerton, Ellison, English, Faulk- 
ner, Florence, Fuller, Green, Greenwood, Hamilton, 
Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Hastings, Hendricks, 
Hena, Hibbard, Hillyer, Houston, Hughes, Ingersoll, John- 
sen, J. Glaney Jones, Kittredge, Kurtz, Lamb, Latham, 
Lewis, Lindsley, Macdonald, McDougall, MeMullin, Me- 
Queen, Macy, Maxwell, Smith Miller, Olds, Orr, Bishop 
Perkins, John Perkins, Phelps, Phillips, Pratt, Richardson, 
Riddle, Thomas Ritchey, Robbins, Rowe, Ruflin, Seymour, 
Shannon, Shaw, Shower, Singleton, Skelton, William 
Smith, George W. Smyth, Straub, David Stuart, John J. 
Taylor, Trout, Walsh, Warren, John Wentworth, West- 
brook, Witte, and Hendrick B. Wright—89. 

The question then recurring upon the motion to 
reconsider the vote by which the House refused 
to commit the resolution to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, 

Mr. WHEELER demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 


taken. 


That motion can hardly be 


The motion is not in order 


af oe ’ ' 
Che question’ was then taken; and it was de- 


cided in the affirmative—yeas 94, nays 83; as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, David J. 
Bailey, Thomas H. Bayly, Barksdale, Barry, Be!cher, 
Bliss, Bocock, Bridges, Caskie, Chastain, Chrisman, Clark, 


= 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Ciingman, Cobb, Colquitt, Craige, John G. Davis, Dawson, 


Disney, Dunbar, Eddy, Edgerton, Edmundson, John M. 
Elliott, Ellison, English, Faulkner, Florence, Fuller, 
Goode, Green, Greenwor ilton, Saimpson W. Har 










larris, iricks, Henn, Hibbard, 
[ r. Iiouston, Hughe Johnson, George W. 
Jo J. Gianey Jone Kurtz, Lamb, Lathain, 
Lewis, Land iey, Ma nald, Vik Dougall, MecMullin, 
M it , Macy, Maxwell, Smith Miller, Olds, Orr, 
Bishop Perkins, John Perkins, Phelps, Phillips, Pratt, 


R chardson, Riddle, Thomas 
Ruffin, Seymour, Shannon, 
Skelton, William Smith, George W.Smyth, Straub, David 
Stuart, John J. Taylor, Trout, Tweed, Walsh, Warren, 
John Wentworth, Westbrook, Watte, and Hendrick B. 
Wright—94. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ball, Banks, Bennett, Bristow, Camp- 
bell, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chandier, Chase, Corwin, Cox, 
Crocker, Cullom, Cutting, De Witt, Dick, Dickimson, 
Drum, Eastman, Edmands, Thomas D. Eliot, Etheridge, 
Everbart, Parley, Flagler, Franklin, Goodrich, Grey, Grow, 
Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Hiester, Hill, Howe, 
flunt, Daniel T. Jones, Kerr, Knox, Letcher, Lindley, 
McCulloch, Mace, Matteson, Mayall, Meacham, Middies- 
warth, Millson, Morgan, Murray, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, 
Peck, Peckham, Pr Pringle, Ready, Reese, David 
Ritchie, Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Simmons, Sollers, 
Frederick P. Stanton, Richard IL. Stanton, Strat 
drew Stuart, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, 
‘Thurston, Tr y¥, Upham, Wade, Walbridge, Watley, 
Elibu’. Wast +, Israel) Washburn, Tappan Went- 
worth 


Vheeler, and Zollicoffer—t3. 
Wheel i Zol ff 


Ritchey, 
Shaw, 


Robbins, Rowe, 
Shower, Singleton, 
















The question then recurring upon the motion 
to refer the resolution to the Coinmittee on For- 
eign Affairs, 

Mr. MORGAN demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

The question was then taken; and it was de- 
cided in the afiirmative—yeas 93, nays 83; as 





s James C. 
il. Bayly, 


tliss, Bocock, Breckinridge, 


Allen, Willis Allen, David 
Barksdale, Barry, Belcher, 
k, I Bridges, stain, 
irk, Clingman, Cobb, Colquitt, Craige, John G. Davis, 
lawson, Disney, fell, Dunbar, Eddy, Edgerton, Ed- 








Caskie, Ch: 


Dawdel 
Ison, Ellison, English, Faulkner, Fenton, Florence, 

Goode, Green, Greenwood, Hamilten, Sampson 
Wiley P. Harris, Hastings, Hen ks, Hienn, 


Hiouston, Hughes, Ingersoil, 





W. Harris, 





id, Hillyer, 





Joln “Oity 


Geo W. Jone J. Glaney Jones, Kittredge, Kurtz, 
Lamb, Lewis, Lindsley, Macdonald, McDougall, McMul 
} Mi Niaxt ] th Miller, Olds, Orr, 
» Phillips, Pratt, 
, shannon, Shaw, 
nith, William R. 


art, John J. 
1 Wentworth, 
Westbrook, Witte, and Hendrick B. Wricht—93. 
NAYS—Messrs. Ball, Banks, Bennett, Bristow, Camon- 
bell, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chandler, Chase, Corwin, Cox, 
Crocker, Cullom, Thomas Davis, De Witt, Dick, Dickin- 
son, Pastman, Edmands, Thomas D. Eliot, Etheridge, Ever- 
hart, Farley, Flagler, Franklin, Goodrich, Goodwin, Grey, 
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Grow, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Hiester, Hiil, | 
Howe, Iiunt, Daniel T. Jones, Knox, Letcher, Lindley, 
McCuiloch, Mace, Matteson, Mayall, Meacham, Middles- 


warth, Millson, Morgan, Murray, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, 
Peck, Peckham, Pennington, Preston, Pringle, Ready, 
Reese, David Ritchie, Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sim- 
mons, Sollers, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, 
Stratton, Andrew Stuart, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. 
Taylor, Teller, Thurston, Tracy, Upham, Wade, Wal- 
bridge, Walley, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, 
Tappan Wentwortl, Wheeler, and Zollicoffer—s83, 

So the resolution was referred. 

VETO OF THE RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 

The SPEAKER. The question first in order 
is the consideration of the President’s vete mes- 
sage on the river and harbor bill. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Mr. Speaker, we learned 
the other day from the annual message of the 
President that he designs sending to this Housea 
communication setting forth his views in detail on 
the subject of internalimprovements. This being 
so, itis perhaps proper for both the House and 
the President that his reasons for his veto should 
be well understocd before further action is had. 
1 myself voted against the river and harbor bill, 
and am entirely satisfied with the veto; but it is 
highly probable that those gentlemen who differ 
from the Executive in their opinions on the sub- 


ject would prefer having his views more fully than 


they are now before the country. I shall, there- 
fore, suggest a postponement of the consideration 
of the subject to a future day. [ am not particu- 
lar what day is fixed. 

The SPEAKER. 
day. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I yielded the floor to my 
friend from Louisiana, at whose instance I have 
made the suggestion. 

Mr. DUNBAR. I move, Mr. Speaker, that 
the further consideration of the President’s veto 
message on the river and harbor bill be postponed 
until this day next week. My constituents of 
New Orleans are deeply interested in this measure. 
In the bill are large appropriations, and in my 


Let the gentleman name a 
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judgment proper ones, for the improvement of the 


mouths of the Mississippi river, and for the im. 
provement of that river at various other points anq 
its tributaries. In these, as I have said, my Con. 
stituents are deeply interested. 

I was a member of the Committee on Commerce 
which reported the bill. It received my vote jn 
committee, and in the House on its final passage 
In my judgment, it ought not to have been vetoed 
by the President. He has lately informed us that 
he would shortly send us his reasons in detail for 
his veto, and respect to the Chief Magistrate 
requires that we should at least postpone consid. 
eration of the subject fora few days, and until 
those reasons are laid before us. Therefore it js 
that [ have moved a postponement until this day 
next week. We can then act more understand. 
ingly on the matter. We can then determine 
whether we shall attempt the passage of the bili, 
despite the President’s veto, or whether we shai 
introduce another one which may not be liable to 
the objections of the Executive in his supplements! 
message. | hope, therefore, that my motion wij 
prevail. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. If I sup. 
posed, Mr. Speaker, that there was a member of 
this body whose vote would be changed one way or 
the other by a message from the President of the 
United States on this subject, one familiar to 
everybody, and which has been agitated ever 
since the origin of the Government, and talked on 
upon every stump in the country where an elec. 
tion was to be held, | would vote for the post. 
ponement; but [ sincerely believe that every 
member is now prepared to vote ay or no on 
the veto. Such being the case, I do not see why 
action should not now be had as well as at any 
other time. : 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Move the previous ques. 
tion and let us come to a vote then. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I suppose that our 
action is to be on the real veto message. 

A Member. Weact on the bill. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Yes, we act on the 
bill; and if we can, pass it despite the veto message. 
We have no more right to allow the President, 
after vetoinga bill, to send ina supplemertal mes- 
save than we have to ullow members of Conczress 
to make supplemental speeches and give supple- 
mental reasons for their votes. 

I do not myself feel inclined to go into the 
merits of the bill at all. I come here to reflect the 
wishes of my constituents. I know no Executive 
—none other in this matter than the people | left 
behind me. If they have any documents to con- 
trol me, they will send them here. I carry out 
the will of my constituents, and I presume that 
every member intends to do the same. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the House is as full asitis 
likely to be during the session, mayhap fuller. lt 
is customary for members about this time to ab- 
sent themselves from the city, and to remain 
away until after the holidays. But, I repeat thet 





| 1 am willing to refrain from pressing the consid- 


eration of the message, if any gentleman will 
state to the House that he is in doubt what he 
ought to do, and desires the reception of the fur- 
ther reasons of the President previous to action. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. J would ask the gen- 
tleman from Illinois whether the biil embraces 8 


| single item of appropriation for the improvement 


of any river and harbor in the country which has 
not been recommended by the proper department 


| of the Government, and already commenced : 


The SPEAKER. The Chair feels it his duty 
to advise gentlemen that discussion must be con- 
fined to the motion of postponement. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. 1 have already stated 
that it was not my intention to discuss the merits 
of the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair made the state- 
ment for the information of gentlemen. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. If I call for the pre- 


| vious question, can we then proceed to vote? 


Mr. TAYLOR. 
answered. ; 

Mr. WENTWORTH. We cannot discuss 
the merits of the bill at this time. I call for the 
previous question. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. If the gentleman wil! with- 


I should like my question 


_ draw his call for the previous question 1 will re- 


new it. 


Mr. WENTWORTH. [ would withdraw it 


| if we could speak to the merits of the bill. 





cid 


2. ee apa 








CAMPBELL. 1 wish to say a word in 


At. 
me . to the postponement, and that is all. 
Mc, WENTWORTH. I withdraw my call 
vil -_ Z 


for the previous question, and yield the floor to 
. eancleman from Ohio, for exp!anation. 

i ‘\MPBELL. This is a measure, Mr. 
r, which deeply interests the whole valley 

of tne M ssissippi—l may say the whole coun- 

‘aa I concurred in the suggestion made by the 

vorable gentleman from Louisiana, [Mr. Dun- 

that respect for the Executive required of 


Speure 


h 


BAR, : 4 : s 
us at [east a Suspension of action until his fuller 
: ews are made known. There are circumstances 


-ounding the case which, in my judgment, 
rel ine i peculiarly proper to suspend action for 
ot me at least. Among others is the fact that the 
President at the last session approved of a bill for 
the improvement of the Cape Fear river. 

Mir. CLINGMAN. Is this discussion in order? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will arrest the 
» of debate not directly confined to the prop- 
ition before the body. 
“Mr. CAMPBELL. Well, we are notified by 
two messages that the Executive has reasons 
hich he wishes to give the House. In the veto 
ressaze, at the close of the last session, we were 
‘nformed that we should have those reasons in the 
revular snnual message. It was not supposed 
that they were to be given in detail at that time. 
The reasons have been prepared during the vaca- 
tion for cause unknown to us, and it 
strikes me that this Is rather a remarkable circum- 
stance. In the annual message we are informed’ 
that these reasons are prepared; and, for one, be- 
fre the bill is again considered, I should like to 
seethem. I desire to know, however, whether 
either the honorable gentleman, who represents 
the Committee on Commerce, or the gentleman 
from Louisiana, has any official information in 
r 


W 


some 


‘rd to the time when these promises will be 


} 


Mr. DUNBAR. IL have no official information 
nbject, but I have no doubt that the mes- 
saze will be sent to us in a few days. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Does the gentleman be- 
lieve that we shall have the message in time to 
examine it before the day fixed for the postpone- 
ment? 

Mr. DUNBAR. Ido. 


on tne 


Mr. CAMPBELL. Then I hope that the mo- || 


tion to postpone will prevail, so that we may 
extend to the President the courtesy indicated. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I now insist on my 
call for the previous question. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I would inquire of the Chair 
whether the special order for the Pacific railroad 
does not commence on Monday next? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not recollect 
the order at the last session, but he will remark 
that such special order would not interfere with 
the consideration of the President’s veto message. 

Mr. DUNBAR. I understand that the special 
order will not interfere with the consideration of 
tne veto message, 

The SPEAKER. It will not. The Chair 
understands that the Pacific railroad bill was 
made the special order for the second Monday in 
December. The question now, however, is npon 
seconding the demand for the previous question. 
The Chair will remark that if it be seconded, and 
the main question ordered, the House will be 
brought to a vote directly upon the bill, the Pres- 
ident’s objections notwithstanding. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 demand,tellers 
upon seconding the demand for the previous 
question. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Wugeter 
and Boyce appointed. 

Mr. DUNBAR. I rise to a question of order. 
I ask whether ray motion to postpone the consid- 


eration of the veto"message does not take prece- | 


dence? 

The SPEAKER. It does not. The demand 
for the previous question is first in order, and, if 
seconded by the House, the motion to postpone 
wil be cut off 

Mr. DUNBAR. 
pression. 

The House was then divided upon seconding 


I was under a different im- 


the demand for the previous question, and the tell- 


ers reported—ayes 82, noes 73. 

So there was a second. 

The main question—being upon the passage of 
the bill—was then ordered to be put. 





Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. 1 demand 


the yeas and nays. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Constitution 
requires that the vote upon a veto shall be taken 
by yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER. The Constitution does re- 
quire that the yeas and nays shall be spread upon 
the Journal,and it is therefore unnecessary for 
the House to order them. 

_— . : 5 

Lhe question was taken; and decided in the 
negative—yeas 95, nays 80; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Appleton, Ball, Banks, Bennett, Bliss, 
Bristow, Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chandler, Chase, 
Clark, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Cullom, Dawson, Dick, Dick- 
inson, Dunbar, Eastman, Eddy, Edgerton, Edmands, Thos. 
). Eliot, Eilison, English, Etheridge, Everhart, Farley. 
Fenton, Flagler, Florence, Goodrich, Goodwin, Green, 
Greenwood, Grey, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Henn, 
Hiester, Hill, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Johnson, Knox, Lind- 
ley, Lindsley, McCulloch, Mace, Macy, Matteson, Mayall, 
Meacham, Middleswarth, Morgan, Noble, Mordecai Oli- 
ver, Parker, Peck, Peckham, Pennington, Preston, Pringle, 
Ready, Riddle, David Ritchie, Russe!!, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, 
Seymour, Shower, Simmons, Frederick P. Stanton, Hestor 
L. Stevens, Andrew Stuart, David Stuart, John L. Taylor, 
Nathaniel G. Taylor, Teller, Thurston, Tracy, Trout, 
Wade, Walley, Ellibu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, 
Jobn Weatworth, Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, and 
Zollicotter—95. 

NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, David J. 
Bailey, Thomas H. Bayly, Barksdale, Barry, PBelcher, 
Boeock, Boyce, Breckinridge, Bridges, Caskie, Chastain, 
Chrisman, Clingman, Cobb, Colquitt, Craige, Curtis, John 
G. Davis, De Witt, Disney, Dowdell, Edmundson, Faulk- 
ner, Fuller, Goode, Grow, Uamilton, Sampson W. Harris, 
Wiley P. Harris, Hastings, Hendricks, Hibbard, Hillyer, 
flouston, Ingersoll, Daniel T. Jones. George W. Jones, J. 
Glancy Jones, Kittredge, Kurtz, Lamb, Latham. Letcher, 
Lewis, Macdonald, McDougall, McMullin, MeQueen, 
Maxwell, Smith Miller, Millson, Murray, Orr, 
Bishop Perkins, John Perkins, Phelps, Phillips, Powell, 
Pratt, Reese, Rowa, Ruffin, Shannon, Shaw, Singleton, 
Skelton, William Smith, William R. Smith, George W. 
Smyth, Richard Hl. Stanton, Sration, Suaub, John J. 
Taylor, Walbridge, Walsh, Warren, and Hendrick B. 

Vright—e0, 


Olds, 


So (two thirds not voting in the affirmative) the 

bill was lost. 
TREASURY REPORT. 

Mr. MURRAY. 
I am instructed by the Committee on Printing to 
offer the following resulution: 

Resolved, That the usual number of extra copies of the 
letter of the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting esti 


inates for the appropriations required for the service of the | 


fiscal year ending June 30, 1856, be printed. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
number? 

Mr. MURRAY. 
and twenty copies. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would inquire 
of the gentleman from New York if this docu- 
ment has not already been printed ? 

Mr. MURRAY. The printing has not been 
ordered. 

Mr. JONES. If I mistake not, it is customary 
for the officers of the Government to order these 
documents to be printed. 

Mr. MURRAY. There has been no order to 
print the document atal!l. This is to print the 
regular number of fifteen hundred and twenty 
copies. 

Mr. JONES. I supposed it had been printed 
under the law providing for the printing of the 
Departments. 

Mr. MURRAY. TIunderstand not. 

Mr. JONES. The law requires the Secretary 
to have these documents printed in advance, so as 
to be placed in the hands of the members at the 
meeting of Congress. I supposed it had been 
printed under that law, and the expense taken out 
of the fund for the public printing. 
|| Mr. MURRAY. The Chief Clerk informed me 

that the printing had been done, but that there 
| was no appropriation out of which the expens 

could be paid; and that this resolution was neces- 
sary to have the work paid for. 

Mr. JONES. Then I would suggest to the 
gentleman to change his resolution so as to direct 
the Clerk to pay for the printing which has al- 
ready been done. 

| Mr. MURRAY. [have no objection to that. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I have not looked at the law 
since the last session, but my impression is that 
there must be some mistake about there being no 
appropriation. My recollection isthat an appro- 
priation was made for the printing of these esti- 
mates. 

Mr. MURRAY. For this session? 
| Mr. HOUSTON. Yes, sir; for this session. 
‘| That is my recollection, and I hope the gentleman 


This is for fifteen hundred 
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I rise toa privileged question. | 


How many is the usual | 


i9 


will allow his resolution to go over for a day or 
two, until we can look into the matter. 

Mr. MURRAY. 1 will withdraw the resolu- 
tion if the appropriation has been already made. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. If the gen- 
tleman will allow me a short explanation, | think 
I can satisfy the House in reference to this res- 
olution. The appropriation made at the Inst 
session of Congress, to which the gentleman from 
Alabama refers, was to enable the Secretary to 
have his estimates printed and placed in the hands 
of the members at the commencement of the 
session. The object of this resolution is to se- 
cure the usual number for binding, to go among 
the regular documents of the House which have 
not been ordered. 

Mr. HOUSTON. In reply to the gentleman 
from Kentucky, I will say that I ou ee 
tinctly having had a conversation with the Super- 
intendent of the Public Printing at the last session, 
in which he assured me that the phraseology then 
used would furnish the number required to bind 
up. I hope the gentleman from New York will 
withdraw the resolution until the matter can be 
inquired into. 


Mr. MURRAY. 
INTRODUCTION OF A BILL. 


The business next in order being the calling of 
the States for resolutions, and the introduction of 
bills— 

Mr. SOLLERS introduced a bill ‘ to provide 
for the purchase of so much of the Columbia Turn- 
pike as is within the limits of the District of 
Columbia, and making the same free;’’ which was 
read a first and second time by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee for the District of Colum- 
bia. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If there is nothing 
else to do but to call the States for resolutions, lt 
will move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I desire to offer a resolu- 
tion from the State of Maryland. 

The SPEAKER. The State of Maryland will 
| be firat in order when the call is resumed. 

The question was put,and Mr. Jones’s motion 
was agreed to, and 

Thereupon, at fifteen minutes before two o’clock, 
p. m., the House adjourned until to-morrow at 
twelve o’clock, m. 


I will withdraw it. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, December 7, 1854. 

The Hon. Moses Nonais, jr., of New Hdmp- 
shire, and the Hon. Georcer E. Banerr, of North 
Carolina, appeared in their seats this morning. 

Prayer by Rev. Wituiam H. Mivsvrn. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 


HON. DAVID R. ATCHISON. 


Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, Il ask theunan- 
imous consent of the Senate now to introduce, and 
I hope it will be presently considered and adopted, 
this resolution: 

Resolved, That there be paid ont of the contingent fund 
to the Ilion. Davip R. Atcnison, the difference between 
the amount which he has already received as President pro 
tempore of the Senate, and the compensation of Vice Presi- 
dent, from the date of his election by the Senate as their 
’resident pro fempore to the commencement of the present 
session, according to the practice which has heretofore 
prevailed, 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the resolution, and it was agreed to. 


CLERKS TO COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BAYARD. With the assent and concur- 
rence of the Committee on Public Buildings, I rise 
to ask liberty to employ aclerk for that committee 
for the present session. I deem it necessary, 
within the proper meaning of the term, that we 
should have a clerk, beca ise I think it would be 
conducive to the proper order of the business of 
the committee. I move that they have liberty to 
employ a clerk for this session. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I desire to offer a resolution 
authorizing the Committee on Roads and Canals 
to employ aclerk. I will state, for the informa- 
tion of the Senate, that during the recess of the 
Senate, the former clerk has been very busy in 
co!lecting certain statistical and other information 
respecting the Louisville and Portland canal, and 

| there will be a very voluminous report made, 
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involving considerable labor. Under these cir- 
cumstances, I trust no objection will be made to 
the resolution. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be 
authonzed to employ a clerk tor the preseut session. 

ACTS OF THE UTAH LEGISLATURE. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair has received, 
and now lays before the Senate, the acts and reso- 
lutions of the Legislature of the Territory of 
Utah, together with a journal of their proceedings 
for their third annual session. It was provided 
by the act of Congress passed September 16, 
1850, for the organization of that Territory, that 
all the laws passed by the Legislative Assembly 
and Governor, should be submitted to the Con- 
gress of the United States, and, if disapproved, 
should be null and of no effect. This communi- 
cation is transmitted in compliance with that law. 
W hat disposition will the Senate make of it? 

Mr. WELLER. I move that it be referred to 
the Committee on Territories. 

The motion was agreed to. 


VACANCIES IN COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SLIDELL. 
tion: 


I offer the following resolu- 


Resolved, That the President pro tempore be authorized 
to fill the existing vacancies in the committees of the Sen- 
ate, and that the additional members of committees spe- 
cially authorized by resolutions of the Senate at the last 
session be discontinued. 

I will state that this additional resolution to 
those passed on the second day of the session be- 
comes necessary in order to provide for vacancies 
made by the election of yourself, sir, as President 
of the Senate. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 

Mr. BADGER. 
hurry and anxiety to do business, that this is 
Thursday. I rise to submit the usual motion 
that, when the Senate adjourns to-day, it be to 
meet on Monday next. 

The motion was agreed to. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of Isaac 
8. Smith, praying remuneration for loss sustained 
in consequence of the annulment of his contract 
for the construction of a light-house on Horse 
Shoe Reef, in the Niagara river; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Al 
tect, of the city of New York, together with papers 
by E. K. Collins, asking for the action of Con- 
gress for the better preservation of human life 
from shipwreck; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 


Mr. FITZPATRICK presented the petition of || 


the register of the Iand office and the receiver of 
public moneys at Montgomery, Alabama, praying 
to be allowed the same percentage on the sales of 
public lands as was allowed previous to the act of 
August 4, 1854; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. PRATT presented the petition of Samuel 
Crapin, praying that the pension allowed him be 
made to commence from the time of his disability; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Sarah Harmon, formerly 
the widow of Timothy Murray, be withdrawn from the files 
of the Senate, for the purpose of reference tu the Coim- 
missioner of Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. ALLEN, it was 

Ordered, That the bill to pay the heirs of Stephen Mo- 
rell, deceased, the arrears of pension due their father, be 
recommitted to the Committee on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. CLAY, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers in the case of 
Hugh Wallace Wormeley be withdrawn from the files of 
the Senate, and referred to the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs. 

NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. FOOT gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill to extend the statute of 
limitations for the prosecution of certain crimes 
against the United States. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Let us not forget, sir, in the 


| 


The resolutions on the Calendar were called in 
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their order, but the Senate not being ready for 


action on them, they were passed over for the 
present. 
DEPARTMENT OF LAW. 

Mr. ADAMS. I move that the Senate take up 
the ** bill to establish a Department of Law, to 
prescribe certain duties of the Auditors and Comp- 
trollersof the Treasury, and for other purposes,”’ 
in order to make it a special order. 

The motion was agreed to; and, 


On motion by Mr. ADAMS, it was 
Ordered, That its further consideration be postponed to, 
and made the special order for, Monday, the 18th instant. 


GEORGE FISHER. 


Mr. BROWN. According to previous notice, 
[ ask leave to introduce a * bill supplemental to 
an act therein mentioned.”’ 

Leave was granted, and the bill was read twice 
by its title. 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, that bill is for 
the benefit of a constituent of mine, and proposes 
to direct a reéxamination of some accounts which, 
from some mistake in the taking of evidence, were 
rejected originally, on account of their being im- 
perfectly authenticated. ‘The authentication is now 
perfect; and the object of the bill issimply to have 
the accounts adjusted with the benefit of that tes- 
timony. I suppose there can be no objection to 


it, and if there is not, I hope the bill will now be 


passed. : 

The bill was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. It proposes to make it the duty of the 
Second Auditor of the Treasury, under the pro- 
visions of the ‘* Act for the relief of the legal 
representatives of George Fisher, deceased,’’ ap- 
proved April 12, 1848, to reéxamine the case, 
and allow the claimants the benefit of the tes- 
timony heretofore marked “ rejected for want of 
authentication,’’ if it is now legally authenticated 
by the Executiveof Alabama. The adjustment is 
to be made in strict accordance with the act to 
which the bill is barely supplemental. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. What is that bill? 

Mr. BROWN. It isa bill for the benefit of the 
legal representatives of George Fisher. The ac- 
counts were adjusted and settled two or three years 
ago, under an act of Congress. Someitems, how- 
ever, were rejected on the ground that the evidence 


| sustaining them was not authenticated by the Ex- 


ecutive of Alabama. That testimony has now been 


| authenticated, and the bill simply authorizes the 


so, the petition of John Thomas, naval archi- || 


reinvestigation of those items, so as to give to the 

claimants the benefit of that testimony. That is 

all there is of it. 

Mr. SEWARD. IL hope the bill will be allowed 
ass. itis merely correcting a technical error. 
“he bill was reported to the Senate without 

amendmert, ordered toa third reading, read a third 

time, and passed. 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 


Mr. PEARCE, according to previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a joint reso- 
lution providing for the appointment of two Regents 
for the Smithsonian Institution; which was read 
twice by unanimous consent, and considered as 
in Committee of the Whole. 


to 


It proposes to fill the vacancies in the Board 


of Regents, of the class other than members of 
Congress by the reappointment of the late in- 


' cumbents, Rufus Choate, of Massachusetts, and 


Gideon Hawley, of New York. 


The joint resolution was reported to the Senate | 


without amendment, ordered to a third reading, 
read a third time, and passed. 
COMPENSATION OF CONGRESSMEN 
SUPREME COURT JUDGES. 
Mr. BADGER. I desire to give notice that on 
Monday next, | shall ask permission of the Sen- 


AND | 


ate to introduce a bill increasing the compensation | 


of the members of both Houses of Congress, and 
of the Judges of the Supreme Court of the United 
States. 

JACOB M‘LELLAN. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of House bill for the 
relief of Jacob McLellan. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in | 


Committee of the Whole, proceeded to the consid- 
eration of the bill. 


It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Treas- | 


ury to cause to be paid to Jacob McLellan, his 


| 
| 





December 7, 


heirs or assigns, $450, that being part of a 
penalty imposed upon the ship George Turner 
and paid by McLellan, in December, 1851], for »;, 
alleged violation of the laws of the United States 
restricting the number of passengers in me 
vesseis. 

Mr. HAMLIN. This is a House bill. It re. 
ceived, I believe, the unanimous approbation of 
the Committee on Commerce of the Senate. The 
shortest statement of the case, perhaps, will be 
made by reading the printed report of the House 
committee, which | ask may be read. 

The Secretary read the report. 

From the evidence submitted by the petitioner 
and obtained from the custom-house at New 
York, it appears that the ship, being at the port 
of Havre, in October, 1851, was chartered of her 
captain, on account of her owners, for a grogs 
sum, to take passengers to New York, and thet 
she sailed on the 12th of October, with two hun. 
dred and twenty-four passengers. The space in 
the ship between decks available for passengers, 
was three thousand one hundred and five feet, to. 
gether witha deck-house whose measurement was 
twenty-eight feet—the latter not being occupied 
by passengers during the voyage. The space be. 
tween decks allowed the ship to take on board, 
for the voyage from Havre to New York, two 
hundred and twenty-one passengers, with two 
additional for the deck-house, if it had been used 
for that purpose. 

The first section of the sixteenth chapter of the 
laws passed in 1847, prescribes for such a voyage 
fourteen feet of deck for each passenger, and pro- 
vides that no stores or other goods, not being the 
personal luggage of the passengers, shall occupy 
any of the space allotted to them. After the pas- 
sengers had been engaged for the ship, the captain 
caused a coal-bin, occupying forty-seven feet of 
the deck, to be made across the bows, between 
decks, to contain the coal for the use of the pas- 
sengers, and also a latticed partition across the 
after part of the deck, for the purpose of storing 
the personal baggage of the passengers; and, in 
this state of the vessel, the voyage was success- 
fully made, and the passengers were all landed at 
New York in good health, making no complaint 
of their accommodations or of the treatment or 
personal attention bestowed upon them. 

After the discharge of the cargo and the landing 
of the passengers, the ship was seized by the col- 
lector of New York for a violation of the law. 
Thereupon the owners petitioned the President 
for a remission of the penalty alleged to have 
been incurred, who, upon the facts stated by the 
ownersand the custom-house officers of New York, 
imposed upon the vessel a fine of twelve hundred 
dollars. A remission of this fine is asked for upon 
two grounds; first, that there was no violation of 
law in the manner of making the voyage; and 
second, that, if there was a violation of law, it 
was unintentional on the part of the captain. 

To sustain his first position, the petitioner 
alleges that the number of passengers on board the 
ship was two hundred and twenty-three; that the 
ship, including the deck-house, had a legal ca- 
pacity for that number; and that the two parti- 
tions made between decks were for the accom- 
modation of the passengers, and not in violation 
of the statute. The answer is, that the return of 
the surveyor of New York shows the whole num- 
ber of passengers to be two hundred and twenty- 
four; that the deck-house was not used for pas- 
sengers, and there is no evidence that it was offered 
them fr use. So far, then, it appears that the 
ship had three passengers more than the law 
allowed her to carry. The allegation that the erec- 
tion & the “bin”? in the forward part of the vessel 
was done to accommodate the passengers, by set- 
ting apart a place for their coal, does not relieve the 
case. The law expressly forbids any ‘‘ stores of 
goods other than the personal luggage of the ps- 
sengers’’ to occupy the space prescribed for them. 
The coal placed in the bin, although for the use o! 
the passengers, and located where it would best 
accommodate them, was not their ‘* personal lug- 
gage.”? The designation of it most favorable to 
the petitioner would be that of passengers’ stores, 
which are by law expressly excluded from the 
space allotted to the passengers. Upon an exam- 
ination of the first section of the act referred te, 
it appears susceptible of no other construction 
than that every passenger should enjoy during 
the whole voyage, for himself and his personal 
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luggage, in that part of the vessel assigned to pas- 
sengers, , 
the captain or owners of the ship cannot appro- 


ate for any other purpose any partof the space 


fourteen superficial feet of deck, and that | 


' 


wri 
eet apart for the passengers’ use, although 
may be shown that such purpose was designed | 


and did accommodate the passengers. In | 
this case forty-seven feet of the deck was used 


for purposes other than for the passengers and 
their personal luggage, and such use was in viola- 
tion of : : . 
been offered to avoid the operation and effect of a 
statute so express, under circumstances similar to 
those attending the case, when an admeasurement 
of the ship had been made with reference to her 


taking passengers on her return voyage, when the | 


law is so clear and definite in its terms, and when 
the duty of the captain could have been correctly 
ascertained, would be to work its practical re- 


peal. * 


‘law, and to allow the excuse which has | 


The petitioner further claims that the placing a | 


latticed partition across the deck, in order to stow | 


the baggage of the passengers in a particular quar- 
ter of the deck, was no violation of the law, and 
at all events no intentional violation of it. The 
arrangement of the baggage, in the manner stated, 
was as conducive to the health and convenience 
of the passengers as if it had been suffered to lie 
scattered over the deck. 
bazgage was the personal luggage of the passen- 
gers, and,as snch, was rightfully placed between 


decks; and, upon the whole evidence presented, || 


the committee cannot agree that the peculiar 
arrangement adopted by the captain wasa breach 
of the law, and they therefore determine that so 
much of the fine as was imposed on the ship by 
reason of erecting the latticed partition and the 
stowing of the passengers’ luggage behind the 
same, and which came into the ‘Treasury of-the 
United States, should be remitted. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


CREEK AND SEMINOLE HOSTILITIES. 
Mr. FITZPATRICK. I move that the Senate 


take up the ‘* bill to authorize the payment of cer- 


tain claims for depredations and spoliations during | 


the hostilities with the Creek and Seminole Indians 
in 1936 and 1837,” for the purpose of making it a 
special order. 

The motion was agreed to; and, 


On motion by Mr. FITZPATRICK, it was 


Ordered, That its further consideration be postponed to, 
and made the special order for, this day week—the I4th 
instant. 

PRINTING OF A REPORT. 


On motion by Mr. SEWARD, it was 


Orderved, That the report of the Treasurer of the United 
States, communicating copies of his accounts for the third 
and fourth quarters of 1853, and the first and second quar- 
ters of 1854, be printed for the use of the Senate. 


DES MOINES AND ROCK RIVER. 


Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
communicate to the Senate the report of the officer in 
charge of the improvements of the Des Moines and Rock 
river rapids of the Mississippi river. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. DODGE, of [owa, according to- previous 
notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a 
bill to establish the office of surveyor general for 
the Territory of Utah, and to grant lands to actual 
settlers; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


DEATH OF PRESLEY EWING. 


A message wae received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, 
announcing the decease of the Hon. Presiey 
Ewrne, a member of that House, from the State of 
Kentucky, and the proceedings of the House 
thereon; which were read. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. Mr. Presi- 
dent, [ rise to move the unanimous concurrence 


of the Senate in resolutions similar to those just 


reported from the House of Representatives to 
this body. I hope that the Senate will pardon me 
in a remark or two. I knew Prestey Ewine 
intimately; I knew him well for a long time, in 
and out of Congress. I do not design now here 
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a prolix biographical sketch, nor do I purpose to 
elaborate a eulogy; I, however, ask leave to say 
that his popularity and his promise endeared him 
to his native Kentucky; in which State, already 
in youth, in and out of his congressional district, 
he had secured the confidence, the respect, and 
the profound personal attachment of the entire 
Commonwealth. 

It is a sad and calamitous effliction to contem- 
plate the death of one who but as yesterday was 
buoyant with hope, exultant in maturing man- 
hood, full of social vivacity, honor, wit, and all 
that endeared him in his private relations to 
crowds of true and admiring friends. By the 
inscrutable Providence of the Omnipotent, he has 
been called from amongst us. In bowine to the 
Divine behest there is a consolation even of this 
world, apart from submissive acquiescence in the 
Providence of God, to know and to say to his 
venerable and aged father that, whilst just, manly, 
honorable, and true in his political positions and 


| views, his son here among his comrades, his 


| compeers, and the men of his day and age, was 
|| the Hector of Priam’s children. 


It is not denied that this | 








To his numerous, very numerous relations and 
friends—not more numerous than respected and 
respectable—and to his native State of Kentucky, 
it is consoling to know that here, upon the theater 
of his brief but brilliant public career, he was 
known as a fair political foe, a true gentleman, a 


man of high honor, an accomplished scholar, and | 
of ability admitted, and yet, but just culminating | 


to usefulness and fame. To the councils of the 
Confederacy, and to his native State, his loss is a 
sad bereavement. Stricken down before the mid- 
day of life by a ‘ pestilence that walketh at noon- 
day,”’ the recollection of his virtues, his promise, 


| his unspotted honor, remains to reconcile his 


friends and survivors to this decree of an all-wise 


| Providence. 


Mr. President, I do not wish—it would be un- 
seemly here—to speak of my friend politically. 
I am afraid to trust myself to utter what I per- 
sonally deeply feel. I knew and loved him asa 
brother. It was reciprocated; and I will only of 
him say, by inheritance and education a thorough 
gentleman, the hackneyed ways of vice had never 
so far touched the purity of his nature, as even in 
unguarded moments, by act or by avowal, to make 


| him seem to forget the religion of his mother, or 


the politics of his father, or soil his soul by a dis- 
honest or sordid feeling towards his fellow-men. 


| In life, from his cradle to his grave, there was no 


stain incurred to rest on his 


memory now. | 
offer the following resolutions: 


Resolved, That the Senate has received with deep sensi 
bility, the message from the House of Representatives, an 
nouncing the death of the Llon. Presiey Ewing, a Repre 
sentative from the State of Kentucky. 

Resoived, That, in token of respect to the memory of the 
deceased, the Senate do now adjourn. 


Mr. BADGER. I had no knowledge, sir, 
when I came to the Senate this morning, that the 
subject of the death of Mr. Ewine would be 
brought to our attention. 1 do not rise for the 
purpose of making any speech, delivering any 
eulogy, or entering into any discussion respecting 
the life and merits of the deceased. I wish sim- 


| ply to say, on this occasion, a few words to which 


my feelings prompt me. 
{ formed the acquaintance of Mr. Ewine ‘here. 


| He served in the other House, and I in the Sen- 


ate. I have known him intimately, considering 
the difference in our respective ages, and our 
having served in different branches of Congress. 


| I knew hin, sir, as a man of decided talent, ami- 
| able temper, and most attractive social qualities. | 
| I was at once attached and endeared to him, and 
| I heard of his death with the greatest regret, and 


with as much surprise as regret, stricken down, 


| as he was, in the midst of youth and apparent 


vigor of constitution, with every promise of long 
life and extended usefulness before him. As l 


heard of his death with regret then, as | cherished | 


for him, while living, feelings of friendly regard 
and respectful consideration, I shall give my 
hearty assent to any resolution intended to mani- 
fest the sense of this, as of the other branch of 
Congress, upon the melancholy announcement 
which we have this day formally received frem 
the House of Representatives. 


The resolutions were unanimously agreed to, | 


and 
The Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuvrspvay, December 7, 1854. 

The House met at twelve o’cluck, m. 
by Rev. Wittram Hl. Mirncrn. 

TheJourna! of yesterday was read and approved. 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS. 

Mr. MAXWELL, by general consent, intro- 
duced a bill **to authorize the sale of reserved 
lands in the State of Florida;’’ which was read a 
first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. HOUSTON, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, introduced a bill ** making appropria- 
tions forthe payment of invalid and other pensions 
for the year ending June 30, 1854;’’ which was 
read a first and second time by its title, referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. E., from the same committee, also reported 
a bill ‘* making appropriations for the current and 
contingent expenses of the Indian department, 
and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with the va- 
riovs Indian tribes for the year ending June 30, 
1856;”’ which received the same order aad refer- 
ence. 

Mr. HENN, by unanimous consent, end in 
pursuance of previous notice, introduced a bill 
*¢ making a further appropriation for the Improve- 
ment of the rapids in the Mississippi river;’’ which 
was read a first and second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, a bill ‘‘ for the relief of the owners and 
occupants of the town of Omaha City, in the Ter- 
ritory of Nebraska, and for other purposes;’’ 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BARKSDALE, by unanimous consent, 
and in pursuance of previous notice, introduced a 
bill ** to constitute Columbus, in the State of Mis- 
sissippi, a port of delivery, and for other pur- 
poses;’’ which was read a first and second time 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill ‘* further to provide for the se- 
curity of the lives of passengers in vessels pro- 
pelled in whole or in part by steem;”? which was 
read a first and second time by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

CLERK FOR WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE. 

Mr. HAVEN. As there seems to bea little 
lull, or intermission in the business of the Elouse, 
| hope the House will indulge me in offering the 
following resolution: : 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
authorized, during the present session, to employ a clerk, 
ata compensation not to exceed four dollars a day, for the 
may be actually employed. 

The resolution was received, considered, and 
agreed to. 

Mr. H1AVEN then moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution was adopted, and 
also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 

The latter motion was put and agreed to. 

DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR SYSTEMS. 

Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana. 1 ask theunan- 
imous consent of the Elouse, that the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union be dis- 
charged from the further consideratian of House 
bill (No. 353) ** to remodel the diplomatic and 
consular systems of the United States,’’ and that 
it be re-referred to the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs. There was an error in the printing of the 
bill last session. 

No objection being made, the Speaker announced 
that it would be so ordered. 
| Mr.SKELTON. I object to that bill being 

taken up out of its order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the objec- 
tion comes too late. The motion to discharge the 
committee has certainly been received by the 
unanimous consent of the House. If the gentle- 
man desires a division upon it, however, the Chair 
will put the question to the House. , 

| Mr. PERKINS. I think the gentleman from 
New Jersey does not understand my motion. 
The motion is to discharge the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union from the further 
consideration of the bill, and to recommit it to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
|| Mr. SKELTON. I have no objection to that 
|! The subject was then dropped. 


Prayer 


ume he 
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BINDING OF ESTIMATES. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 1 wish to ask 
leave of the House to introduce a resolution, the 
object of which is to provide that the book of es- 
timates laid upon our tables shall be cut and bound, 
under the direction of the Commitiee on Printing. 
In its present shape, the letter of the Secretary of 
the Treasury is almost useless. 

The resolution was read, considered, and agreed 
to, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be insteucted 
to have the letter of the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, trans 
mitting estimates Of appropriations, cut and bound for tie 
use of members. 


ADJOURNMENT TILL MONDAY. 

Mr. COX obtained the floor, but yielded it to 

Mr. SOLLERS, who moved that when the 
House adjourns, it adjourn till Monday next. 

Mr. WHEELER demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. HAMILTON called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Goopr, and 
Davis of Indiana, were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 52, noes 5i). 

So the motion was agreed to. 

LATE PRESLEY EWING. 

Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, I rise to discharge 
the melancholy duty of announcing to this House 
the death of my colleague, the Hon. Presiey 
Ewinc, who, at the time of his death, was a 
member of this House from the State of Ken- 
tucky. Since the close of the last session he has 
paid the debt of Nature,and has been summoned 
to a state ‘‘from whose bourn no traveler re- 
turne.”’ 

Mr. Ewrna left this city a few days before the 
adjournment of Congress, in good health, to return 
to his paternal home, in his native State—a home 
endowed with every blessing which could a(ford 
comfort in thislife, and defy the approach of every 
enemy of earthly happiness, save afiliction, and 
the King of Terrors. ‘There he was received with 
a welcome which none but kindred hearts and 
hands can bestow or appreciate. 

Besides this, the approving greetings of an intel- 
ligent constituency—a constituency who were 
proud of their representative whose talents and 
zealous discharge of duty had shed luster and 
honor upon them—filled the measure of virtuous 
ambition. But he was not long permitted to enjoy 
this enviable condition. The ways of Providence 
are inscrutable to man. ‘‘ Inthe midst of life we 
are in death,’’ and the hour of apparent security is 
often the period of the greatest peril. Suddenly and 
without premonition the messenger of death exe- 
cutes his summons, and hurries his victim to the 
dark shadows of the grave. 

The deceased was my intimate acquaintance, 
associate, and friend. I could dwell upon his 
many manly virtues. I could speak of the many 
points of loveliness in his character. 1 could 
speak with ardent rapture of the triumphs of his 
youthful genius over the many obstacles in his 
pathway to the temple of fame. 
detain the House by pronouncing a eulogy on the 
deceased. ‘That task belongs more properly to 
others who can discharge it with more ability 
than [ can command. For him, no words of 
sympathy or praise need be uttered. His faith in 
the efficacy-of a mediatorial sacrifice cheered his 
path through the dark valley of the shadow of 
death, and the rod and staff of supernal power 
supported him in the extremities of human suf- 
fering. 

For us—the living—it may be proper to pause 
and reflect that we, too, must soon be summoned 
before the same dread tribunal. Let us learn 
from his early fate a sense of the transitory and 
evanescent character of allsublunary things. Let 
us learn sympathy from the sorrows and afflictions 
of others, and humility from a sense of our own 
fugitive state; and in the beautiful but mournful 
language of the poet remember that 

**' The boast of heraldry, the pomp of power, 

And all that beauty, all that wealth e’er gave, 
Await alike the inevitable hour: 
The paths of glory lead but to the grave.”’ 

Mr, Speaker, I offer the following resoluti 
and move their adoption: 


Resolwed, That this House has heard with emotions of 
profound sorrow and regret the announcementof the death 
of the Hon. Prestey Ewine, who at the time of his 
death was a member of this House, from the third con- 
gressional district of the State of Kentucky. 


ns, 


But I will not | 


|, direction to his youthful ambition. 


; with heartfelt ane 
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Resolved, That this House tender to the aged father and 
relatives of the deceased the expre ryminpathy 
this af ting event; and, as a testimonial of its respect to 
the memory deceased, that the members of this 
House will wear the usual badge of mourning for thirty 
days. ‘ 

Re olved, Thatthe Clerk of the Hons«e communicate to 
the father of the deceased, the Hon. Ephraim M. Ewing, a 


2210" Of 


on 


ot the 


copy of these resolutions. 

Resolved, As a turther mark of respect for the memory 
of the deceased, that a copy of these resojutions be com- 
municited to the Senate, and that this House do now 


fi ‘ 
tayourn. 
jour 


Mr. BRISTOW. Mr. Speaker, I would per- 
mit the resolutions offered by my colleague in rela- 
tion to the death of my predecessor to pass in 
silence, but my position as his successor, as well 
as my feelings, prompt me to add some remarks, 
as a feeble tribute to the memory of the departed. 

Such an expression of respect from the Con- 
gress of his country is an august testimonial of 
their appreciation of his public worth; but it can- 
not convey, either to his contemporaries or pos- 
terity, an adequate idea of his bright and gifted 
intellect, or the gay and genial heart that has 
vanished forever from this assembly. When you 
separated, but a short time since, none returned 
homeward more full of life, and health, and hope, 
or a brighter prospect to return; but while it has 
been allotted to mature manhood and old age again 
to convene in the public councils, the heart of the 
ardent youth to whom you bade farewell is stilled 
forever in death. 

Prestey Ewine wasa Kentuckian by birth and 
education. He was the eldest son of one of the 
most learned and upright jurists of our country. 
His father possessed the vigor and enterprise that | 
characterized the early settlers of the State, and 
attained the highest judicial honor Kentucky could 
bestow. His health failed, a few years since, under 
excessive labor for the public; he yet lingers on a 
bed of affliction; in that condition he looked upon 
the dead body of his only child but one; and that 
one, in delicate health, had the fortitude to sustain, 
and probably prolong, the sinking and wasting life 
of his aifectionate father, under his deep affliction. 
The scene was one of trial. In his case silence, 
ish, was the language of grief. 


W hose heart so cold as net to vibrate to the chord | 
of sympathy and condolence with the afflicted 
father, » brotuer, relations, and friends? 
Elis estimable, alfectionate, and intelligent mother, 
ona bed of at ton at the time of the promotion 


of her son to Congress, barely lived to hear the 
announcement of his election, and tranquilly left 
the scenes of mortality. His atilicted father may 
well say, in the language of Job: ‘‘ Oh, that I was 
asin months past, when the Almighty was yet 
with me, when my children were about me.”’ 

Of two sons, who were the pride of his declin- 
ing years, Presley was the elder; endowed with 
ample gifts by nature, his father secured for him 
the advantage of a liberal education. The seed 
was sown on no barren soil, but brought forth 
abundant harvest. His quick and fertile mind 
seized the proffered opportunities, and while free 
from the austerities of scholarship, rapidly ac- 
quired preéminence in the field of intellect—a 
natural delicacy of taste and refinement of senti- 
ment characterized his mind, but did not impair 
its strength, nor enfeeble its vivacity. After the 
a of his studies at college, his powers 
of observation and comparison were still further 
cultivated by European travel, and an association 
with men of intellectual distinction, not only in 
our own, but foreign countries. 

When he returned to his native State, the nat- 
ural bent of his genius, as well as the partiality 
of friends, caused him to embark in political 
life. He was returned from his native county to 
the Legislature of the State, and there by his 
ready powers of debate, and his prompt and ready 
perceptions, was marked as one eminently qualified 
for parliamentary contests and forensic success. 
The sphere of his reputation was enlarged, and 
Kentucky regarded him as one of those to whom 
her interests were to be intrusted, and on whom 
her future honors were to be bestowed. 

Four years since, when he had scarcely passed 
the age requisite for eligibility, Mr. Ewina was 
elected to Congress from the district | now have 
the honor to represent. He came upon this arena 
replete with hope and talent. He found himself 
closely allied in friendship with one whose foster- 
ing care was well formed to give a wise and noble 
The one, full | 


,a popular speaker. 
| degree, the mingled mirth and tenderness of Sterne, 
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of years, and dignities, and public honors, was 
about to close forever his public life and earth), 
career; the other, young, sanguine, and talenteg 
was about to embark upon the stormy sea upon 
which the first had been tossed; a short time elapsed 
and Fienry Clay joined the patriotic band whic) 
has made the Republic illustrious in history; a fey 
short yearsand his young friend and adherent hac 
followed him into the dim mansions of the ; bee 
land. The heart of Kentucky is with them both. 
if she remembers, with reverential love, the loss 
the country endured in the death of the elde, 
statesman, in her maternal heart, she cannot fore 
the bright haired youth of whom she has been of 
late bereft in the morning of his promise. 

The characteristics of the mind of Mr. Ewiyg 
were peculiar. His individuality was marked 
and distinct. Free in the realms of thought ag 9 
hunter in his native forests, no servile immitation 
enfeebled or disfigured his oratory. His mind 
was clear and vigorous, and he possessed strone 
powers of analysis. His temper for debate was 
admirable, and his gay and genial humor cooled 
the heat of party controversy, and enabled him 
to discuss the most irritating topics in such 





manner as to convert even his adversaries into . 


friends. Generous almost to prodigality, and 
with the keenest and liveliest sensibilities, these 
qualities seemed not only to mark his character, 
but to tinge his very thoughts. An exuberant wit, 
and powerful sense of the ludicrous, sparkled with 
perennial brightness, both in conversation and 
debate. 

jlended with these attributes, was a strong 
natura! relish for the beauties of nature, and a 
cift of pathos which gave him great attraction as 
He combined, in a rare 


and, as an orator, possessed a power over the 
hearts of his audiences similar to that which that 
eccentric author exercised over the sensibilities of 
his readers. But, notwithstanding these easy 
and graceful qualities of mind, he adhered with 
tenacity to his principles, and inflexibly main- 
tained them. 

During his life he was never oknoxious to the 
charge of political inconsistency. He continued 
a favorite in his district to the time of his death. 
His loyalty to his friends was as fixed as his 
opposition to his adversaries was manly and toler- 
ant. But, sir, 1 will not venture to dwell longer 
upon this theme, or enlarge upon the abilities and 
virtues of the departed. No eulogy of mine can 
add to your appreciation of his character; no voice 
of mine can extend the sphere of his reputation; 
no grief of mine can assuage the anguish of his 
venerable father, mourning the loss of his eldest 
born; but let his aged parent, as the world recedes 
from him, bear with him the sad consolation that 
the genial qualities which adorned the heart, and 
the brilliant tuients that embellished the mind of 
his gifted child, are neither forgotten by his 
friends nor unremembered by his countrymen. 

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, to the wish of 
the Kentucky delegation, that I should participate 
in this oblation to our departed associate, my own 
heart has given a mournful acquiescence. But 
four short months ago we took him by the hand 
at parting and wished him God speed, little dream- 
ing of the journey he was going on, or that the 
chilly hand of death was to come between him 
and our welcome back. Secure in that strange 
confidence with which mortality ever moc!s her 
worldly minded children, no passing thonght ad- 
monished that the bright eye should be dimmed 
so soon—the jovial hearty laugh be heard no more 
among us. We looked not down the dark valley 
his feet were so soon to tread. Our line of vision 
reached not half so far, but measured distance 
only by our hopes. 

The death of Prestey Ewrna comes nearer 
home to individuals in this body, inasmuch as lie 
had endeared himself to all most fraternally; and 
whether we admire his talents and consistent lib- 
erality on this floor, or recall around the social 
hearth and board his humorous originality and 
oddity, our voices assume of themselves the low 
tone of affectionate sorrow, and the smile which 
had sprung to the lip fades sadly away. We 
cannot but wonder and be amazed at God’s prov- 
idence—but wonder why one so fitted to cheer and 
make others happy, should be so early called. 
Why, at the very dawn of a manly existence, 
whose morning sun was rising with much more 
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han common brightness, that promised a long 
aa mer day of usefulness and well-rewarded ex- 
Be the twilight of the grave came on, and 


ruiol's ° 
c who loved him—the aged parent whose pride 
ye ' . ° 
te ray pe was—are left to sit within the shadow 
and stay * 
his et lipse. 


I to the constituency he so honor- 


['o ther, an 


vy represented, we can but « ffer the condolence 

¢ sincere sympathy and regret. And while we 

all lently resign our own will to that of the 
Cc bike af ae 


Omniscient One, who giveth and also taketh away 
in his good time, and for his own purposes, we 
can best express our own feelings in the simple 
gentence—Wwhich should be engraved on the stone 
that marks his quiet rest—HI had no enemies. 

To ourselves let us bring this striking lesson | 
home. in this hour, set apart not only to honor, 
but to contemplate, let us ponder on the uncer- 
tainty of our time at best—the fleetness of our 
time at most. Let us look onward at the work | 
we have laid out for our lives to do, and upward 
to that Power from whence cometh our strength 
and length of days, wherein to do-it. Let us 
remember that our sight is not the same as His 
who made us. That when a task seems done to 
us, to [lim it is unfinished; and when most unfin- 
ished to us, to Him itis already done. That the 
thin thread of life wherewith we are to weave | 
the web of our day’s work, is often stayed in the 
hand at high noon, and knots and blemishes and | 
laces overshot, together with the soiled spots 
and marks of careful toil, remain as we have left 
them until the time of the great showing. That 
deeds, which are to us trivial, have great influ- | 
ences, and one moment treads too fast upon the 
heels of the other, burdened with its own weight 
of action, to spare anything to rectify or alter. 
Yet while we are earnest, as these contemplations 
should always make us, we can gain still another 
lesson than that of our mortality, from the one 
of our number, whose work has been so lately 
finished. We may learn that by the cheerful and 
conciliatory discharge of our own duties, we 
encourage our fellow-laborers in theirs, *‘ So that 
we go not like the galley slave, scourged to his 
dungeon, but sustained and cheered with an unfal- | 
tering trust, like one who wraps the drapery of 
his couch about him, and lies him down to pleas- | 
ant dreams.”’ 

The public life of Mr. Ewine is known to us 
all, as well as to those of his own State, whom it 
most concerned. He was twice a member of the 
Legislature of Kentucky; twice elected to the 
Congress of the United States, thus demonstrating 
the belief of his people in his integrity, and their 
confidence in his ability. His personal acquaint- 
ance and deep veneration for Henry Clay—his 
admiration of that great man’s devotion to his 
friends, and steady~pursuit of his own patriotic 
duty, which jed him so much to emulate and imi- 
tate it, needs scarcely to be recalled to you. 

His talents were brilliant; his education class- 
ical; his social virtues enriched by travel and 
humor, were eminently great; and withal, God 
gave him a generous and noble heart. In many 
a chosen circle his loss is mourned as irreparable. | 
And though his life has flitted across our horizon 
as bright and sudden as a shooting star, its track 
is narked in our memory by the soft light of 
affectionate recollection that only the midnight 
cloud of death has power to obscure. 

Mr. SMITH, of Alabama. The silence and 
solemnity which prevail here now is an indication 
not only that a mere man is dead, and that a 
ee has passed away; not only that a mem- 
er of Congress has gone to his long home, but 
itis an indication of something more than that. 
It strikes me that every face here shows, in its 
solemn expression, that a Favorite is dead! 
Though a party man, a warm party man, the 
intercourse of Mr. Ewine with the members of 
this and of the last Congress left an impression || 
that, in all his social relations, he was something 
above a mere party man; forit may be truly said || 
of him that he was a universal favorite of this || 
House, having no enemy here, as has been said | 
by the gentleman from California. Y 

Mr. Speaker, when a man dies after coming to | 
the maturity of old age, crowned with gray hairs, 
having erected for himself in history, and in the 
estimation of mankind, a monument commensu- || 
rate with his personal ambition; having accom- 
plished all that he could desire; having filled the 
measure of his country’s expectation, and satisfied | 
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the yearnings of an earnest patriotism; when a | North Carolina a Senator from that State for the 


man dies in that position, with all the world ready 
to acknowledge his achieved excellences and his 
established fame—the grief which surrounds his 
bier is not entirely the grief of the heart. There is 
a mixture of pleasure and pride in the lamentation 
exhibited at such a spectac!le—not the less honor- 
ble because of the pleasurable emotions which 
the memory of a great and eventful life should 
inspire. 

So it was when Kentucky was called upon 
(nay, not only Kentucky, but the whole nation) 
to look upon the lifeless body of Henry Clay. 
Everybody looked for Ais death; ue had FULFILLED 
the measure of his country’s expectations. The 
grief which surrounded his bier was not so much 
the grief of the heart, as it wasthe breaking of the 
collected volume of a nation’s intellectual sorrow, 
connected with the swelling anthems of a nation’s 
pride. But when a young man dies—a young man 
who is not only ambitious, but who is full of those 
lofty capacities which make ambition felt; full of 
genius, learning, poesy, eloquence, and daring, 
all crowned with a sort of intuitive magical saza- 
city; full of hope for his friends and country, yet 
unachieved, but blossoming;—when such a man 
dies, before he has erected a monument to his 
memory—a monument to stand against the shock 
of ages—it isindeed sad. So it was with Ewine! 
He fell before his sun ‘‘ had climbed the meridi- 
an,’’—as has been beautifully said by the honor- 
able gentleman from California, [Mr. Larnam]— 
cut down in his youth; just beginning to fill his 
father’s head with the brightrealization of the long- 
nourished wishes of his heart. Oh, sir, when a 
man falls under these circumstances, the grief we 
feel for him is the grief of the heart; and 

** Lycidas is dead—dead ere his prime ; 
Youne Lycipas.” 

His lofty hopes, his fond expectations, his hon- 
est yearnings, his leftiest ambitions, dead ! dead!! 

Sir,look upon him asa man merely—and we re- 
member him buta few months ago, when, indeed, 
he was an invalid—his occasionally coming into 
this Hall, as it were, a mere loiterer—a mere word 
of his convulsing this whole House with laughter 
and merriment. Look upon him as a wit, and 
you will inscribe upon his monument the epitaph 
on one of our mostancient of wits—‘*ALas, PooR 
Yorick!”’ 

Look upon him as a grave statesman, a scholar, 
and a man of eloquence! Take the few speeches 
which he has left upon our records, and you will 
find them marked with a beauty of phraseology, 
a compactness of logic, and alucidness of investi- 
gation which challenge comparison with the de- 
bates of the best orators of this or the other end 
of the Capitol. He wasa ripe scholar,a quick 
thinker, and a close reasoner. Indeed, sir, he was 
peculiarly capacitated for distinction and shining 
honor, in this particular sphere. 

Mr. Speaker, perhaps I have said enough. If 
it were necessary to ofler any excuse for making 
these remarks | have a good one. Besides my 
cordial relations with Mr. Ewine, I am myself a 
native of the same village which gave him birth. 
Hence it is my duty, as well as my mournful 
pleasure, to make these sad and solemn remarks. 
And I wish, sir, that I had it in my power to do 
or say something by which I could aid in the 
erection of a more substantial tribute to his mem- 
ory than this mere outpouring of congressional 
lamentation. 

The question was taken, and the resolutions 
were unanimously adopted. 

Thereupon (at five minutes before one o’clock, 
p. m.,) the House adjourned until! Monday next, 
at twelve, m. 





IN SENATE. 
Monpary, December 11, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Henry Sticer. 
TheJourna! of Thursday was read and approved. 


The Hon. Arcuisarp Dixon, of Kentucky, the 
Hon. Davin S. Rew, of North Carolina, the Hon. 


|| Ropert Toomss, of Georgia, the Hon. WitttaM 


| referred to the Committe on 


term of six years from the 4th of March, 1853. 

The credentials were read, and the oath pre- 
scribed by law having been administered to Mr. 
Rem, he took his seat in the Senate. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. WELLER presented the petition of George 
W. Torrence, praying that the pension he now 
receives may be ma le to commence from the time 
of his disability; which was referred to the Coni- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Also, the petition of A.M. Winn, of California, 
praying that he may be indemnified for certain 
expenses incurred, and advances made to the indi- 
gent sick and suffering at Sacramento City, prior 
to the 13th October, 1849, under the authority of 
General Riley, military governor of that State; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of Green- 
leaf R. Drake, praying a patent for a chain pump, 
sickness having prevented him from complying 
with the provision of law in the case; which was 
referred to the Committee on Patents and the 
Patent Office. 

Also, the petition of Thomas Given, for him- 
self and the heirs-at-law of Robert Given: the 
petition of Peletiah Littlefield, one of the heirs-at- 
law of Nosh M. Littlefield; the petition of Mary 
Ann S. Darby, granddaughter and only surviving 
heir-at-law of Samuel Darby; the petition of Sam- 
uel Pope, one of the heirs-at-law and grandchild 


| of Isaac Pope; the petition of Lucius Q. C. Nason 


and Sabrina Grant, only surviving children and 
heirs-at-law of Nathaniel Nason; the petition of 
Bracket Leavitt, for himself and the other heirs- 
at-law of Nathaniel Leavitt; and the petition of 
Joseph S. Bailey, in behalf of himself and the 
heirs-at-law of John Bailey, praying to be allowed 
commutation pay; which were referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. SUMNER presented the memorial of Dr. 
J. Winthrop Taylor, a surgeon in the United 
States Navy, praying to be allowed the difference 

f salary between that of passed assistant surgeon 
and of surgeon while acting in the latter capacity; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Also, the petition of R. B. Forbes, on behalf of 
the Hannibal and St. Joseph Railroad Company 
of Missouri, praying that the sale of the public 
lands on the line of that railroad may be restricted 
to actual settlers; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented the memorial of J. J. 
McClellan, widow of Lieutenant Colonel John 
McClellan, late of the United States Army, pray- 
ing for a pension; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Also, the petition of Jacob Dodson, a private in 
Frémont’s California battalion during the late war 
with Mexico, praying to be allowed the same 
bounty land and allowances that were granted to 
other volunteers in that war; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, the petition of Sarah Vincent, widow of 
John Vincent, a soldier in the last war with Great 
Britain, praying for a pension and bounty land; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, the petition of the heirs-at-law of Captain 
William Underwood, a soldier of the revolution- 
ary war, praying an increase of pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Penaiene: 

Mr. FISH presented the petition of Henry 


| Ruggles, of Brooklyn, New York, praying that 


the proper Department may be authorized to ex- 
change waste land belonging to the Government at 
Brooklyn for land of the petitioner, adjoining the 
navy-yard, at that place; which was referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, the memorial of Mary Okill, praying re- 
muneration for loss sustained by her father, James 
Jay, in consequence of advances made by him for 
the United States Government in 1779; which was 
Levolutionary 
Claims. 

Mr. CASS presented documents in relation to 


K. Sepastian, of Arkansas, and the Hon. Isaac || the rank of A. S. Taylor as an omer in the Ma- 

P. Waker, of Wisconsin, appeared in their || ™"¢ Corps; which was referred to the Comtmittee 
seats to-day : ss (| on Naval Affairs. 

3 | Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of Ros- 

ee ee || well W. Haskins, praying to be discharged from 

Mr. BADGER presented the credentials of the || a judgment in favor of the United States against 


Hon. DaviwS. Rei, chosen by the Legislature of || him as one of the bail of P. A. Barker, late col- 
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lector of the customs at Buffalo Creek; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. JAMES presented the petition of A. P. 
Pearce, and twenty-three others, captains and 
vilots of Rhode Island, and the petition of William 
». Lewis, and eighty-three other citizens of Rhode 
Island, praying for an appropriation for the con- 
struction of a breakwater at Grace’s Point, Block 
Island; which were referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Also, the memorial of Joshua Shaw, of New 
Jersey, praying to be allowed compensation for 
the past and present use, by the Government of 
the United States, of his invention of the percus- 
sion cap, and lock forsmall-arms, and percussion 
locks, and wafer primers to be applied in the firing 
of cannon; which was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

Mr. MASON presented the petition of Peter 
Parker, secretary of legation of the United States in 
China, (by his attorney, Harvey Lindsley, ) pray- 
ing that an appropriation be made.to compensate 
him for extra salary as acting chargé d’ailaires 
at Canton, from January 27, to April 14, 1854, a 
period of two months and eighteen days, amount- 
ing to $433; which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. STUART presented the petition of the 
register of the land ojfice, and receiver of public 
moneys at Detroit, Michigan, praying to be al- 
lowed the same rate of compensation under the 
present land graduation bill, as was allowed to 
them prior to the act of August 4, 1654; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

PETITION WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 

On motion by Mr. HUNTER, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of the heirs of Ri 


Meade, deceased, on the files of the Senate, be 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


hard K. 
referred to 


EX ECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a communication from the Secretary of 
War, transmitiing a statement of the appropri- 
ations applicable to the service of the War Depart- 
ment during the fiscal year 1853-’54; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of 
State, showing the disbursements for the State 
Department for the year ending June 30, 1854; 
which was ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. 

BOARD OF CLAIMS. 

Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee on 
Clairas, to whom was referred the bill to establish 
a board of commissioners for the examination 
and adjustment of private claims, reported it with- 
outamendment; and it was ordered to be printed. 
Hie gave notice that in a few days after the bill 
should be printed, he would call it up for the con- 
sideration of the Senate. 


FRENCH CONSUL AT SAN FRANCISCO, 

Mr. WELLER submitted the following reso- 
lution for consideration; which was considered 
by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States (if 
not incompatible with the public interest) be requested to 
transmit to the Senate copies of all correspondence be- 
tween the Secretary of State and the French Government, 
in relation to the late difficulties between the Consul of the 


Jatter Government at San Francisco and the Federal au- 
thorities in the State of California. 


LAKE COMMUNICATION. 


Mr. CASS submitted the following reselution 
for consideration; which was considered by unan- 
imous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instructed to 
report to tue Senate the information required to be obtained 
respecting the deepening of the communication between 
Lakes Huron and Superior by a proviso in the act of 
March 3, 1853, making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of the Government for the year ending 
the 30th of June, 1854. 

RIVER AND HARCOR BILL. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, 
announcing that the bill of the House, entitled 
**An act making appropriations for the repair, 
preservation, and completion of certain public 
works heretofore commenced under the authority 
of law,’’ returned at the last session to the House 
by the President of the United States, with his | 
objections thereto, had failed for want of the two | 


thirds vote required by the Constitution in such 
cases. 
FRANKING PRIVILEGE. 
Mr. CHASE gave notice of hia intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill to abolish the franking 


privilege and to provide for the distribution of the 
public documents. 


RIVER AND HARBOR IMPROVEMENTS. 

Mr. SHIELDS gave notice of his irtention to 
introduce biils of the following titles: 

A bill to continue the improvement of 
noia river; 

A bill to continue the improvement of the harbor 
of Waukegan, in Illinois; and 

A bill to continue the improvement of the harbor 
of Chicago, in Illinois. 


the Illi- 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. FOOT, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a hill to 
extend the statute of limitations in certain crimi- 
nal cases; which was read a first and second time 
by its title, and referred to the Conimittee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. GEYER asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave, previous notice not having been 
given, to imtroduce a bill **to provide for holding 
an additional term of the circuit court of the 
United States for the Missouri district, and for 
the salary of the judge of said district;’? which 
was ita first and second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


NATURALIZATION LAWS. 


Mr. ADAMS, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to 


amend the ‘fact to establish a uniform rule of | 


naturalization, and to repeal the acts heretofore 
passed on that subject,’’ approved April 24, 1802; 
which was read a first time. 

Mr.ADAMS. Mr. President, | move that the 
bill be read a second time with a view to refer- 
ence, and upon that motion I ask the indulgence 
of the Senate while I explain the provisions of the 
bill, and give the reasons which have induced me 
to offer it. | am aware that this is not the usual 
course of proceeding—yet it is in order, and as | 
know myself liable to misconstruction, | only 
ask that my remarks may go to the country with 
the introduction of the bill. 

The bill proposes a change in our naturalization 
laws to this extent, in lieu of five years the alien 
must reside in the United States twenty-one years; 
but the change is entirely prospective. All foreign- 
ers who may be inhabitants of the United States 
at the time of the passage of the law will be enti- 
tled to naturalization according to the laws now in 
force; those only who may come after that pericd 
will be affected by it. 
any privilege or immunity secured by the Consti- 
tution and laws of the country, nor would I im- 
pair or abridge any prospective rights promised 
by existing laws. But, sir, self-preservation is 
said to be not only the highest duty of man to 
himself and his Creator, but one above law. The 
same rule applies with equal force to Govern- 
ments. If this position be true, the inquiry arises, 
is the country in danger from an excess of foreign 
population either immediate or remote? In order 
to give the country a view of the whole subject, I 
here present a table showing the increase of popu- 
lation for the last fifty years, the probable increase 
by the same ratio for the next century, as well as 
the amount of immigration to this country for a 
series of years: 


Increase of Population in the United States for fifty years. 





Decennial increase per centum. 
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The population in the year 1800 being 5,305,925, 
and in the year 1850, 23,191,876, the increase has 
been 4 37 per centum on the population of J300, 
calculating the same ratio of increase for the next 
fifty years, our population in the vear 1900 would 
be 101,349,498, and inthe year 1950 it would reach, 
if the same increase is continued, 442,907,296. 


| would deprive no man of 
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Arrivals of Foreigners in the United States 
From 1800 to 1810 
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From 1820 to 1830....... . 








Total to September 30, er 
From September 30, 1850, ? 
to January 1, 185%, 5 
From January 1, 1652, to ? 
January 1, 1853, 
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conenee eves» 439,437 


' From January }, 1853, to ? 


pcrressaee ees 36% 
From September, 1850, to ? 
January 1, 1854, Taha he dled tas 
TOME, css 
Foreign paupers for 1850, 13,437. : : 
Thus you will see, that if we should preserve 
this Union, this entire continent will be necessary 
for the wants of our descendants one hundred 
pow hence, without the addition of foreigners, 
then ask every American, whether native-born 
or adopted, if it is not our duty to preserve this 
fair heritage for the use of our children, and not 
lavish it on those who had no share in either 
achieving our independence, maintaining our free 
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| institutions, or developing the resources of this 


happy and prosperous country. True, sir, we 
have a vast unoccupied territory, yet it is being 
settled and populated with a rapidity which seems 
almost fabulous. By ordinary increase of popu- 
lation during the next fifty years, we shall have 
no more room than will be necessary for the use 
of the then inhabitants. But, sir, when we look 
to the fact that, from 1800 to 1810, the arrivals of 
foreigners in the United States were seventy 
thousand, and now they are over four hundred 
thousand per annum—estimate the constantly 
augmenting number of immigrants with their prob- 
able increase for a few years, and it becomes 
alarming. If these were the only consequences 
involved I should have felt it my duty to offer 
the bill under consideration; but, sir, the polit- 
ical destiny of this country is one of higher 
moment; the true danger lies in the improper 
use of the ballot-box. I ask Senators to cast 
their eyes over this country and see the number of 
foreigners, (who often march in procession to the 
polls,) controlled frequently by a single mind, 
selecting for us our most important officers. See 
the riots and mobs in eurcities—look at their pro- 
test on your Journals against the passage of laws 
to secure to our citizens the right of self-govern- 
ment; then see them hang in effigy an American 
Senator for having the honesty and independence 
to mete out equal justice to all sections of this Con- 
federacy; see the organization of a party knownas 
the German Progressive Republican party, whose 
avowed object, among other things, is to abolish 
the Sabbath—that holy day of rest—a day cher- 
ished, loved, and revered, not only by all true 
Christians, but by ike toiling, laboring millions 
throughout christeridom, and then tell me if you do 
notseedanger. ifthis be the case, as is apparent, 
is it not the duty of every patriot and statesman to 
lay aside personal and party considerations, and 
apply the remedy, if there be one, legitimately 
within our reach? When the present naturaliza- 
tion law was passed, the annual immigration, as I 
have shown, was about seven thousand—they 
were bold and enterprising men, dispersed through- 
out the country, and soon became familiar with 
our Government and laws, as they still do in the 
South. This is not the case now in the North and 
northwest—they come to the northern States at the 
rate of nearly half a million a year; they come in 
communities of hundreds and thousands. Many 
remain in your cities and become servants and 
waiters; others, more enterprising, go to the west- 
ern States and settle up neighborhoods and counties 
—never learn our language, but retain their mother 
tongue; they have but little intercourse with Amer- 
icans, and are, consequently, many years in learn- 
ing the genius and structure of our Government. 
Many, I admit, come here with intelligence and 
patriotism sufficient to have the elective franchise 
reposed in them in even less time than is now re- 
quired. So withregardtominors. Many young 
men from eighteen to twenty-one would vote as 1" 
telligently and judiciously as others at fifty, but we 
cannot discriminate. We must legislate for classes. 
If we adopt this rule, we shall have but little cul- 
ficulty in arriving at the conclusion, that the terms 
of this bill are sufficiently liberal for the safety o! 
the country. Some will be excluded too long— 
many admitted too soon. Men born, reared, and 
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cated under the monarchical governments, 
oht to believe in the divine right of sovereigns 
sive law and to rule, cannot unlearn in a day 
*ducation of their lives, and if this were 


ble. an alien has much to learn of the char- 


‘ 


the 
pe of this Government before he should ap- 
nroach the ballot-box. Our Government is a 
v emplex one, of State and Federal powers—all 
ver emanating from the people—a system of 
vernment unlike that of others, complicated in 
-y, yet in practice simple and harmonious, 
ne to the high and the humble, the rich and 
‘oor, a perfect equality of rights, dispensing 
blessings without favor or partiality from the 
antic to the Pacific—blessings enjoyed by no 
other people known in the history of the world, 
and which it 18 the highest duty of every states- 
man to preserve unimpaired. Then, sir, if 1 am 
right in the assumption that foreigners should 
become acquainted with our institutions before 
they are allowed a vote, and five years was the 
proper time for that purpose in 1802, twenty-one 
vears is not too long a period now. 
" Thave attempted to present a brief view of the 
aubiect without giving extreme cases, or Intention- 
‘ y exaggerating facts or consequences. I believe 
public cpinion demands the change proposed, and 
what is more important, I believe the safety of the 
best Government ever formed by human wisdom 
requires it. I said in the commencement of my 
emarks, that I knew myself liable to miscon- 
struction; that liability arises first from the success 
in the late elections, of a new party in this coun- 
try; and next from a disposition upon the part of 
some people to attribute improper motives to all 
others but themselves. Now, sir, I say that I do 
not belong to the ‘* Know-Nothing’’ organization, 
nor any other order of the kind. I do not now, 
nor have I ever belonged to any secret society, or 
association that had a secret, nor has that party 
or its successes any influence on my course 
upon this question, unless it is to the extent of 
encouraging me to believe that this or some simi- 
lar bill will pass at the present or next session of 
In order to show my views on this 
subject before the late elections, | will read from 
some remarks I made on the homestead bill on the 
19th of April last, when the Know-Nothings 
hal won but few, if any, battles, and when it 
was believed to be an unimportant and short- 
ived party. 
Senaior from Ohio, [Mr. Wape,] I said: 


r 


‘put, 


Congress. 


sir, the proposition of the Senator from Ohio is, 
all not only tax one portion of the people for the 
venefitof another, but that you shall tax the native-born 
ind adopted citizens of this country for the benefit of for- 
eigners; that you shall say, by this bill, to every man who 
y reside without the limits of the United States, if he 
come here, that your citizens shall be taxed to the 
one hundred and sixty acres, and a bounty of that 
amount of land bestowed upon him. To that | am op- 
posed 

‘| have no hostility against foreigners. My friend from 
lowa, the other day, on a collateral issue, on a question 
which came before the Senate, remarked that I had deserted 
him, ad those who act with him, on this bill. Sir, f am 
Lot conscious that I have ever favored the bill, or the prin- 
iple of the bill: therefore, [ am not a deserter from it. I 
thok, if we will cast our eyes around us, we shall see that 
the time has passed when it is necessary to hold out induce- 
ments t0 individuals to emigrate to thiscountry. My friend 
‘rom lowa said he hoped the time would never arrive when 


tt 









sof 
ine of 








1e people of this country would cease to remember, with 
sentiments of gratitude, the claims of the descendants of the 
Lafayettes and Montgomeries, and others who aided our 
fathers in the Revolution. I hope so too; but times have 

auged. The time has ceased, in my bumble judgment, 
when we should continue to hold out other and different in- 
ucements to individuals to immigrate and become citizens 

t (his country than are afforded by the character of our insti- 
tutions. [ would not change the policy of this Government, 
and refuse to hold out inducements such as we have here- 
lotore held out to foreigners. I desire to see this country 
continue to be a home and an asylum for the oppressed of 
al nations. I desire, whenever a foreigner sets his foot 
‘pon our soil, to have thrown over him the panoply of our 
lree institutions, to protect him in his person, his property, 
in the pursuit of happiness, and an unbounded liberty of 
Sonsecienee ; and with that, from this day forth, I will stop. 
To every man who has come here under existing laws, I 
Would extend all the rights which our present laws promise 
him; and to every man who comes to this country in the 
future, with the rights I have indicated, I would cease to 
Offer more. 

‘Have you not seen, sir, within the last few months, 
peutions presented here and laid upon your table, remon- 
‘rating. in the name of foreigners, against the action of this 
body ‘ Notecontent with that, have you not learned through 
the publie newspapers, that a mob of foreigners, under the 
‘tyle of foreigners, assembled together, and hanged in ¢fligy 
an honorable member of this body? What does that indt- 
cate’ If the act indicates anything, or has any significance, 
itis that, in the estimation of those men, the individual 


Upon the amendment offered by the 
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(Mr. Dovetas,] ought to be hung by the neck until be is 
dead; and for what, sir? For doing his duty to the Con 
stitution, to his oath, and to his country. Iask S$ ’ 
if they do not see indications in this of a combination in 
retaining the notions of the olden country, which shows 
that it is necessary, not that we should check it by legis 
lation—I do not propose that at the present time—but that 
we should cease to hold cut any further inducements. 
What do we need of further immigration from other coun- 
tries? We havea sufficient population to protect ourselves 
against all the world. We have a suilicient population to 
settle every portion of our country which it is necessary to 
settle. For the purpose of a free and happy Goverument, 
we have a suflicient population.” 
. * * * . * 7 . * 

* Sir, the time has come, if combinations are formed, if 
separate distinctions are kept up by those who think proper 
to adopt this as their country, when we should at! 
to tax our own citizens ior their benefit. 
stances may not weigh with others; 
their influence.” ; 

* * * * * * * . * * 

** Mr. President, I hope I will not be considered unkind 
or unfriendly to foreiguers. I showed my regard for them 
during the present session, when they were denounced in 
this body for alleged mobs in the Bedini affair. I was the 


nator 


ist ccase 
These circum 
with me they have 





| first Senator to furnish an apology for what seemed to be 


| (from the reports in the papers) a breach of the peace, and 


that hospitality to the stranger for which our countrymen 
are so justly distinguished. I thought, and then said, in 
substance, that some allowance was to be made for those 
who had participated in the meetings referred to ; that they 
had suffered from the oppressions of the Pope; that many 
of them had come from a country where the name of the 
Pope’s Nuncio was synonymous with tyranny, the stake, 
and martyrdom for conscience sake ; it was not, therefore, 
strange, when they heard that name in this country of un- 
bounded liberty, that they should have conumitted some 


| excesses in manifesting their disapprobation of the part he 


was supposed to have taken in the oppressions of their 
countrymen. I repeat, sir, that I am not opposed to for- 
eigners, but have briefly stated my opinious as to the true 
future policy of this Government.”’ 


My remarks on the Bedini resolutions were 
made before [ had ever heard the name of the 
Know-Nothing party. Thus it will be seen that 
my judgment on this subject was formed inde- 
pendent of the order, or rather the circumstances 
upon which I formed my opinions gave rise and 
success to that organization; and the principles 
set forth in the remarks I have quoted are the 
same that are contained in this biil, except that 
twenty-one years’ residence is substituted for an 
entire repeal. Reflection, and further examination 
of the subject, has produced the change indicated 
by the bill. When f learned the indignity offered 


_ toSenator Dovetas byaGerman mob, | determined 


to introduce this bill. Since 1 gave notice of my 
intention to introduce it, 1 have been frequently 
asked if I am a Know-Nothing. I have already 
said that I am not. How far I agree with the 
persons composing this organization I cannot say, 
as I do not know their principles. If they are in 
favor of a repeal of the naturalization laws, as I 
have understood they are, then | differ with them 
as indicated by this bill. If they are in favor of 
conferring office on native-born citizens in prefer- 
ence to adopted, qualifications, moral character, 
and fitness in all respects being equal, then I agree 
with them to that extent. If they would vote at the 
polls for a Protestant (all things being equal) in 
preference to a Roman Catholic, I again agree with 
them. But, sir, if they were to require of me to vote 
for an unworthy native, against a faithful patriot 
and worthy foreigner or Catholic, 1 should differ 


| with them, and bestow my suffrage on the good in 


preference to the bad man of whatever nativity or 


| religion; nor can I be placed in a position where I 
| would be required to vote against my friend for 


my enemy. Of all the invaluable rights secured 
to us by our Constitution and laws, the one I ap- 
preciate most highly, isthe untrammeled liberty of 
conscience, that every man, woman, and child in 
this broad land is entitled to, and should, worship 
the Deity as to him or her may seem right and 
proper, or withhold their adoration, being respon- 
sible alone to the Author of their being. This is 
a liberty above price, and for this many have laid 
their heads upon the block, and were the gainers 
thereby. Thus esteeming the privilege, | would 
deprive no one of it, from the slave to the most 


| exalted in the Government, and itis because | en- 


| desire to see this bill passed. 


tertain these sentiments, because I wish to pre- 
serve these inestimable privileges—to perpetuate 
our thrice glorious institutions unimpaired, that I 
I have been asked 
if 1 am not a Know-Nothing, why I do not attack 
these secret political organizations? | answer, that 
| have never condemned or approved the Masonic 
fraternity, or Odd-Fellows, further than the ex- 
ternal fruit they bore. I have seen the widow’s tear 


referred to, the chairman of the Committee on Territories, || dried from her eye, and the orphan clothed, fed, 
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and educated by their charity. Such fruit | most 
cordially approve. The Know-Nothings are a 
new order; whether their organization is destined 
for good or evil, time alone can determine with 
certainty. If we knew their principles we could 
judge more correctly; as it is, we must wait. 
They have not been in existence long enouch for 
us to see their fruit matured. If, at the organiza- 
tion of the next Congress, in the other end of the 
Capitol, they should come to the rescue of the 
friends of the Constitution, unite with the national 
men in that body in dispelling the gloom that 
now hangs over the country—save the Govern- 
ment from the hands of the fanatics—such acts will 
meet my decided approbation. Such water could 
not flow from a polluted fountain; such fruit could 
not grow on a tree which has no good in it; there- 
fore | shall judge them as 1 judge others, by the 
good or evil they do the country. 

Sut Tam told that the States have the richt, and 
do exercise it, of determining the qualifications of 
voters. Iam apprised of that; and my answer is, 
that the States having conferred on Congress the 
power of passing uniform laws of naturalization 
should, in all good faith to the General Govern- 
ment, and each to the others, conform the qualifica- 
tion of voters to the laws of naturalization. Many 
of the States have done so, while others have not; 
yet such a change in public opinion has been man- 
ifested recently as to justify the belief that all, or 
nearly all the States will conform to the principle 
of this bill, or something approximating to it. I 
am not tenacious about the time—twenty-one 
years. I named this period because [ thought it the 
proper one; and, so farasI have heard an expres- 
sion of opinion, itis the favorite. If the bill should 
not pass this session, it is presented in a levisla- 
tive form, and can be transferred to the people; if 
they desire it, they can elect Representatives to 
pass or reject the proposition. Itisa precaution- 
ary, or conservative political measure. If it suc- 
ceeds, no inhabitant of the United States, 
time of its passage—whether native-born or for- 
eigner—can be injured by it, for it isas much for 
the benefit of one class as the other. If it should 
fail, but little injury will be likely to accrue to us 
in ourday. Much may to ourchildren. Why 
should there be an alarm at this proposition? No 
man in the United States can complain that injus- 
tice isdone tohim or his. Ifany person has more 
solicitude for the welfare of the subjects of other 
Governments than the citizens of this, he differs 
from me. 

The patriots of the Revolution, who framed the 
Constitution, and who fought side by side with 
the noble foreigners in that immortal struggle, be- 
lieved some restriction on the rights of citizenship 
to aliens necessary; and, therefore, conferred on 
Congress the power of passing uniform naturali- 
zation laws, and provided expressly that no other 
than natural born citizens should hold the offices 
of President and Vice President of the United 
States. No hearts ever beat with livelier or 
warmer sentiments of gratitude than theirs; yet 
they loved their country and the institutions they 
founded better than all other things. If I owned 
more land than is necessary for my son, I might 
divide the surplus with my poor neighbors; but 
as | have not, I shall certainly leave what I have 
to him, and let others take care of themselves. So 
if we had more territory than our descendants 
would probably require within a reasonable time, 
this measure would not be important in the point 
of view in which I am now treating it. I have 
taken a period which may be said to be too remote, 
that “sufficient for the day is the evil thereof.’’ 
This is a Divine rule, and of course proper in its 
place, but does not hold good in regard to laws 
for the government of man, nor providing for the 
rights and safety of our successors. Suppose our 
ancestors had acted upon that motto, would the 
Revolution which severed the ties that bound this 
country to the Government of Great Britain have 
taken place? If those patriots and immortal states- 
men had only looked to the benefits accruing to 
themselves, and not to their posterity, would the 
short time they could have expected to enjoy the 
blessings of liberty been an adequate compensa- 
tion for the treasure that was spent, the suflerings 
endured, and the blood that was shed to obtain 
independence? No, sir; for the benefit of pos- 
terity, the land was baptized with the purest blood 
that ever was shed upon the altar of liberty. If 

| they had consulted the interests of themselves 
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alone, and the wishes of their friends in the Old 
World, hberty, rational liberty, as enjoyed by us 
at this day, would never have been known. Then 
if we neviect legislation proper and neces ary for 
the prot ion of those who shall come after us— 
both a 


ure we not recreant 
to the high trust reposed in us?) Mr. Jefferson 
paid: 


to country and law 


* Civilgovernment being the sole ect of forming so 
ties, i diministratiion must be conducted by common 
conser Ive I es of government has its specific 
principler Ours, perhaps, are more pecuiiar than those 
of any ofherin the universe. It ts a composition of the 
freest principles of the loglish Constitution, with others 
derived trom natural right and nateral reason. To these 
nothing can be more opposed than the maxims of absolute 
monure tiie Yet, from such, we are to expect the great- 
est number of emigrants. They will bring with them the 
prance iple of the Governments they leave, imbibed in their 







early youth; or, if able to thro them off, it will be in 
exchange for an unbounded heentiousness, passing. as is 


usval, from one extreme to another, It would be amiracle 


Were they to stop precisely at the point of temperate lib 
erty These principles, with their language, they will 
transmit to their ehildren. tn proportion to their numbers 


they will share wiih us the legislation. They will intuse 
itinto thei spirit, warp and bias its directions, and render 
it @ heterogeneous, incoverent, distracted mass. 

‘Tinay appeal to experience for a verification of these 
conjectures, Dut. if they be not certain in event, are they 
not poseible, are they not probable Is it not saferto wait 
wilh patience, for the attainment of any degree of popula- 
tion desired or expected Viay not our Government be 
mnore homogeneous, mot more durable ?”? 


e peaceable, 

W hen Mr. Jefferson thus wrote, we were a feeble 
nation; now we are strong and powerful, and his 
arguments have more force from the lights of ex- 
pernence. In 1800 the foreign arrivals were seven 
thousand, now over four hundred thousand per 
annuw, Suppose we estimate the increase of im- 
migration for the next fifty years in the ratio of 
the past fifty, and add their natural increase. Why, 
sir, it would be worse than the locusts of Egypt. 
We would have to give piace to them as the abo- 
rigines have to us. We know that the character 
of the immigrants has greatly changed. In 1e02, 
the date of the present law, they werea nobie race. 
Some of this class yet come, but we know that 
many of the present arrivals are from jails and 
houses of correction—in a word, the refuse of 
Europe. In 1802 we had no foreign paupers; in 
1850 we had thirteen thousand four hu indred and 
thirty-seven. Thisis conclusive evidence of the 
differenc ein past immigrants. Is suppose it is the 
oppressions of European Governments, whiel his 

suring upon our shores such numbers of paupers. 
Well, sir, | sympathize with the poor and unfor- 
tunate in every country, but am native \merican 
enough to prefer that the tyrannical Governments 
which produce these paupers should take care of 
them, and believing as I do, that the facility with 
which they become citizens serves as a great stim- 
ulant to immigration, I desire to see it changed. 

But, sir, there is another point of view in which 
I consider this an important question. If the 
foreign vote shall at any time be strong enough to 
have a controlling influence in our elections, it 
will greatly impair the confidence of our people in 
the stability of the Government. The basis of 
our political edifice may be said to be the virtue 
and intelligence of the people, and the strongest 
ligatures that bind and hold it together are the 
confidence and affections of the people. Destroy 
them, and it crumbles and falls to the earth, and 
buries in its ruins the liberties of the most favored 
people in the world. I ask what is better calcu- 
lated to destroy the confidence of the country in 
our Government than admitting to the ballot-box 
the immense number of uninformed foreigners 
now crowding our shores? 

If the facts and figures I have here presented be 
correct, if the condition of the country, past, 
present, and prospective, does not require the en- 
aetment of such a law as I have proposed, | have 
altogether mistaken the necessities of the country. 
As no buman being now in the United States can 
possibly be 1 jured by it, (except myself, politi- 
cally,) I shall never regret the humble effort I 
have made to preserve to my countrymen this, the 
best country and the most perfect Government | 
enjoyed by man since sin entered the world. 

‘Tf the bill is read again without objection, I shall 
move its reference to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

The bill was ordered to a second reading, read 
a second time by unanimous consent, and referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


MAIL STEAMER APPROPRIATION BILL. | 
Mr. HUNTER. 


| this bill should be referred. 


There is an appropriation || 





bill which I believe comes up this morning. | 
refer to the bill which was laid over from the last 
session ** making appropriations for the tra or 
tation of the Unit ds Stat es mall by ocean ¢ eamers 


i 


and otherwise, during the fiscal year ending the 


30:h of June, 1855.” Itsconsideration was fixed 
for to-day. 

The PRESIDING OFF ICER, (Mr. WaLkKER 
in the chair.) TI rat bill is now noraer. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Mr. asia , when this 


Diicame up for cor aeralion the other day,a 
question of order was raised as to whether it fell, 
in consequence of the adjournment of the two 
Houses, at the close of the last session. I donot 
| how that ques- 
tion may be decided, because I believe it quite 
unnecessary to consi her the b silt at this time; and 
hence, | rise for the purpose of m yving its refer- 
ence to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. HUNTER. It cannot be referred now. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I am told that such a 
motion is not now in order; but I think itis. The 
The committee of 
conference reported tha t they could not agree. A 
motion was then made that the Senate recede from 
itsamendment. ‘That being the condition of the 
bill, | hold that a motion to refer it to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, is in 
order; and in this opinion f hope to be sustained 
by the judgment of the Chair. 

Sir, it seems to me, for obvious reasons, that 
It makes an appro- 
priation to pay the contractors for the transporta- 
tion of the mails in ocean steamers; and it also 
contains a section giving the notice, mentioned in 
the act of 1852, providing for a discontinuance of 
the extra allowance to the New York and Liver- 
pool line. ‘The section making the appropriation 
has passed both Houses, and therefore it cannot 
be amended; but still it is virtually within our 
control, because the section giving the notice—a 
poction of the same bill—has not yet been agreed 
to by both Llouses. I say the section making the 
appropriation ought not to pass, because the 
money therein appropriated has been paid to the 
contractors. It was paid out of unexpended 
balances in ha veamniey. Such is unquestionably 
the fact. ‘Then why make an a) propriation of 
money to pay the contractors, when they have 
already been paid? 

There is another reason why the reference 
should bewnade. The question of notice should 
not be contained-in an appropriation bill. I[t is 
contrary to the rules of the Senate to include such 
amatter. It should come up as a separate, inde- 
pendent, and distinct proposition. 

Mr. President, 1 never voted for the establish- 
ment of these lines of mail steamers; | was one 
of those who resisted the proposition to give an 
additional allowance of a million of dollars to the 
Collins line; but the proposition to give notice 
for discontinuing their contract should be consid- 
ered, and carefully considered, in connection with 
the recommendations of the Postmaster General 
on the subject. He informs us, in his annual re- 
port now upon our tables, 
have faithfully performed the service, that they 
are enterprising contractors, but sul that the sums 
paid to them are too high. [le recommends that 
the notice be given, and that the Government pur- 
chase the mail steamers, or rather take them in 
pursuance of a provision in their contract upon 
an appraisement. Sir, | will be very slow in 
agreeing to take these old steamers, already half 
worn oat, at any price, repair them for naval use, 
and then call them first-class war steamers. By 
the time you have taken these steamers, paid 
$300,000, or $400,000, or $500,000 for each one, 
and expended a few hundred thovsand dollars for 
new machinery, and to have the gingerbread work 
and top-hamperings taken off, 's0 as to prepare 
them for war steamers, what will you have ac- 
complished? You will have got old mail steamers, 
with side-wheels, for the Navy. I do not think 
that this is very sound economy. It will cost us, 
perhaps, two or three millions of dojlars to pay 
for all the steamers on all the lines. It may be 
that the contractors, after having received the 
cream of their contracts, wish to get clear. of their 
old steamers. A steamer depreciates ten per cent. 
every year. These steamers have been five years 
in service. It may be that, at the end of five | 


think, sir, that it Is very materi 


bill is now before the Senate. 


that the contractors | 
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vessels will be of no use, and will be worth noth. 
ing; and it may be that the contractors Wish to 
ret clear of them at this time, by inducing the 
Government to purchase them, 

There are questions wh ich su¢ rrest themse! ves 
at this time and in connection with the proposit 
now under consideration. be 
very carefu eo cons sidered. I do not pretend to 
deliver any definite judgment in the p reimises, and 
I do not wish to be considered as committed on 

he question. I have made these suggestions for 
the purpose of showing that this isa large question 
which ought to be considered and deliberately 
considered by one of-the standing committees of 
the Senate. Hence it is that I submit the motion 
to refer the subject to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, Ido not pro- 
pose to enter into a discussion of the merits of 
this bill. It is an important one—one affecting 
the interests of the country as well as the interests 
of the —— who are more immediately and di- 
rectly affected by its provisions. The first ques. 
tion submitted to the Senate is one of order. | 
suppose those Senators who are friendly to the 
continuance of the present steam mail arrange- 
ment may insist, indeed the whole Senate wil 
require, that the Presiding Officer shall decide 
that question, because it is material. it should 
be decided, because I think it may involve the 
whole controversy. But my purpose in rising 


tion 
They ought to } 


now is to makea suggestion to the ohaivenes rof 


the Committee on Finance, [Mr. Hunren,} and 
{ shall be very glad if he will see fit to conform 
to it. 

The question involved in the bill is one which 
is directly connected with the administration of 
the Pest Office Department, or at least to a certa 
extent, so far as the revenues of that Departn 
are concerned, All the Senators know that the 
chairman of the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, [Mr. Rusk,] who is now absent. has 
felt and takea a very lively interest in the subject, 
Now, sir, if, while the ques stion of order i is = 
ing, the Senate commit the bill to the Commit 
on the Post Office and Post Roads, they overiide 
the question of order, and undertake, before the 
Presiding Officer decides whether the bill is before 
the Senate, to take cognizance of it and refer it 
I think that is a good and ample reason why it 
should not be referred until the ‘Presiding Officer 
has first decided whether it is before us or not. 
The merits of the bill clearly ought not to be dis- 
cussed before we know whether it is before us, 
and I do not mean to go into them. [ only wish 
to suggest, for the consideration of the Senator 
who has called up the bill, that it should be post- 
poned until the chairman of the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads shall be here—first, 
Lecause the personal interest which he has felt inthe 
matter will, [ think, justify it; and second, because 
it is a matter connected directly with the Post 
Office Department, and it is only courtesy and 
only fairness that it should be postponed until the 
arrival of the chairman of the Post Oifice Com- 
mittee. I understand that that Senator is expected 
to be here this week, and the postponement can 
make a difference of but a very few days. ! 
therefore hope the Senator from Virginia will 
consent to the postponement.’ 

Mr. HUNTER. So far as I am concerned, | 
am willing to wait until the Senator from Texas 
arrives; lam willing to wait this week in order 
to give ‘him a chance to be here; but it is neces- 
sary to decide the question of order. It seems to 
me that itis entirely out of order to entertain a 
motion to refer a bill which is now between the 
two Elouses, and has been committed to a com- 
mittee of conference. It has already been before 
a committee of conference, and is now before ws 
on the motion of the Senator from Marylan(, 
[Mr. Prarr,] to recede from our amendme 
This is the stete of the bill: It passed the Senate 
with an amendment. The House refused to co?- 
cur in that amendment. A committee of confer- 
ence was appointed. That committee report ed 


In 


that they could not agree, and then the motion 


was made to recede. Now, sir, there is but one 
of three things which we can do. We can either 
recede and thus pass the bill; or we may adhe res 
and, if the House adhere to their disagreemen' 

thus defeat the bill; or we may ask for ano! ther 
conference. But there is no means by which we 


years more, when the contract terminates, the || ean take the bill from the possession of the joint 
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comm will dispose of the fate of the bill ultimately. 


W » cannot refer it to one of our own committees 
; | think if the Senator from Pennsylvania will 
Tao he will see that It 18 impossible to take that 
set consistently with the rules of order. So 
Sandi the postponement of the consideration of 
hil] is concerned, I am willing that it shall lie 
until the Senator from Texas, the chairman 


tne 


r until 
a Committee on the Post Office and Post 
doads, returns. i - 
"a BRODHEAD. If I believed with my 


from Virginia that this bill was pending 
the committee of conference, I should not 
have made the motion which I submitted to refer 
-. but when the committee of conference reported 
that they could not agree, that of course termin- 
ated their labors, and the bill was then before 
the Senate. Hence it was, the committee of con- 
ference being out of the way, their functions 
ended, that the motion to recede was made; and 
¢ « motion to recede can be entertained, surely a 
sion to commit to the Committee on the Post 
Omi e and Post Roads is in order. 
Mr. HUNTER. I would suggest to my friend 
n Pennsylvania that he is right in this—the bill 
was reported back to the Senate by the committee 
f conference. But I say, in that condition of 
things, you can make but one of three motiens, 
either to ask for another committee of conference, 
or to insist, or to recede. If you recede from your 
nendment, the bill is passed; thereis an agreement 
between the two Houses. If you insist or adhere, 
why then either the conference must go on, or the 
hill be lost, if the other House also adheres. 
[hat is the only course which it is possible to 
pursue. 
'Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, there cer- 
tainly isno necessity for acting on this bill now, 
because the appropriation which it contains has 
been virtually made by a previous act of Congress, 
and has been enjoyed by the parties for whom it 
was proposed to be made by this bill. There 
seems to be a disposition on the part of the chair- 
man of the Committee on Finance [Mr. Hunter] 
to wait until the return of the chairman of the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Whatever be the disposition of it, that Senator, 
(Mr. Rusx,] from his standing in this body, and 
the deep interest he has manifested in this ques- 
tion, is entitled to be heard on thesubject. There- 
fore, for the purpose of carrying out the views of 
the honorable Senator from Maine, and the hon- 


friend 


petore 


Sennen ney == 
ittee of conference, except by some motion 


orable Senator from Virginia, I move to lay the | 


bill on the table, with the understanding that it 


can be called up on the return of the honorable | 


Senator from Texas. 

Mr. HUNTER. I have no objection to its 
taking that course.. I hope, though, the motion 
of the Senator from Pennsylvania will not be con- 
sidered orentertained. If he chooses hereafter to 
present it, he may do it, and let the question then 
be raised. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. 
should gain by referring the bill to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
the Senator from Texas, being the chairman of 
that committee, as soon as he returns will have 
the bill before him. ‘Phat is the proper place for 
him to consider it. If the Senate should be of 


It seems to me that we | 


If we do so, | 


opinion that the subject ought to be considered | 


oy & committee, why notrefer itnow? We gain 
ume by it. 
The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator make 
the motion to refer ? 
Mr. BRODHEAD. 
Mr. HUNTER. 


On it, 


I do. 
I raise the question of order 


The PRESIDENT. The first question is | 
whether the bill is properly before the Senate, in | 


other words, whether it was left among the un- | 


Anished business of the last session. The Chair 
has no difficulty in deciding that it was so left, 
inder a resolution adopted at the last session, on 
the motion of the Senator from Louisiana, (Mr. 
SuipeLL.} That resolution will be read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 


Revolved, That all subjects before the Senate at the close 
othe present session, including those before committees, 
Saal be continued to the next session, and shall then be 
Toceeded with in the same manner as if no adjournment 
om Senate had taken place ; and the papers which have 

‘referred to the committaes, and may be in their pos- 

. ston at the close of the session, shall be returned in- 

— to the Secretary, and by him restored to the com- 
‘Nees when appointed at the next session. 





ment, was reported back by the commitee of 
conierence, and no action had by the Senate prior 
to the adjournment sine die. The Senator from 
Maryland, [Mr. Prarr,} however, moved that 
the Senate recede from theamendment. The Sen- 
ate adjourned sine die before that motion was dis- 
posed of, and that is now the pending question. 

Mr. WELLER. I move to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of the subject until to-morrow 
week. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Does that take precedence 
of my motion? 

The PRESIDENT. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. It is. 

Mr. HUNTER. I rise to a question of order. 
Can the Senator move to refer the bill to a com- 
mittee, while it is in its present condition? 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator from Cali- 
fornia moves to postpone. 

Mr. WELLER. That is my motion. It is 
simply to postpone the further consideration of 
the subject until to-morrow week. 

Mr. BADGER. That has precedence. 

The PRESIDENT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SEWARD. 1 wish to know whether the 
motion | submitted, to lay the bill on the table, 
has not precedence over all ? 

| The PRESIDENT. That overrides the other 
motions; it has precedence. 

Mr. SEWARD. I make that motion. 

The motion was agreed to, and the bill was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


Is thata motion to refer? 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, December 11, 1854. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. Wituiram FH. Miveurn. 
‘The Journal of thursday was read and approved. 
EXPENDITURES IN THE STATE AND WAR 
DEPARTMENTS. 


Prayer 


The SPEAKER laid before the House commu- | 


nications from the State and War Departments, 
transmitting, in compliance with law, full and 
detailed accounts of expenditures of moneys 
appropriated for their respective services; which, 
on motion, were laid upon the table, and ordered 
to be printed 

Also, journal and resolutions of the Legislative 
Council of Utah Territory; which were, on motion, 
laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


Bills, reported as correctly enrolled bills of the 
following titles; which thereupon received the 
Speaker’s signature: 
An act for the relief of Enoch S. More; and 
An act to relinquish to the State of Wisconsin 
the lands reserved for salt springs therein. 


MICHIGAN LANDS. 


Mr. CLARK, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill of which previous notice had been 
given; which was read a first and second time by 
its title, as follows, and referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims: 

A bill to confirm the entry te certain lands in 
the State of Michigan. 


AMERICAN MEDIATION 


WAR. 
|. Mr. CLINGMAN. Mr. Speaker, I desire the 
introduction of a joint resolution, with a view to 
its reference to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
I hope there may be no objection. 

The resolution was read for information, as 
follows: 
A Joint Resolution requesting the President to tender the 


mediation of the United States to the Powers engaged in 
the Eastern war. 


Whereas, the people of the United States see, with re- 
gret, that several of the great Powers of Europe are engaged 


OF THE EASTERN 


| In a war which threatens to be of long duration, and disas- 


trous in its consequences to the industrial and social in- 


terests of a large portion of the civilized world, and being, 
under the favor of Providence, in the full enjoyment of 
the blessings of peace, distant from the theater of conflict, 
disconnected with the causes of quarrel, between the parties 
belligerent, and asa nation having no immediate interest 
in the contest, and while not recognizing the right to inter 

fere either by force or even by menace, nevertheless, are 
of Opinion that the controversy is susceptible of pacific ad- 
justment, through the interposition of a neutral and friendly 

= Power ; Therefore, 


Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
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Be it resolved by the Senate and Howse of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress ass¢ 

That the President be requested to tende r to the belliger- 
ents the mediauion of the United States, in sueh manner as, 


in his judgment, may seem most likely to lead wo a pacifi- 
cation. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. [I desire that it shall go to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. HAMILTON. 1 feel it to bea sense of 
duty to object to that resolution. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I move to suspend the 
rules for the purpose of enabling me to introduce 
it. I merely want to have it referred to a com- 
mittee. 

Mr. SOLLERS. Is it in order to move to lay 
that resolution upon the table? 

The SPEAKER. Itis not; the resolution not 
being before the body. 

Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee. 
move to suspend the rules? 

The SPEAKER. Itis. 

Mr. JONES. When does the time for sus- 
pending the rules expire? 

The SPEAKER. It.is in order to suspend the 
rules on every Monday. 

The question was then taken; and the House 
refused to suspend the rules, only forty-seven 
voting in the affirmative. 


RELIEF OF THE KANE EXPEDITION. 
Mr. FLORENCE. [I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to offer the following resolution, 


merely for the purpose of having it referred to a 
committee: 


hie 
wm led, 


Is it in order to 


Resolved hy the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the President be, and he is hereby, authorized to cause an 
adequate steamer and a transport vessel to be purchased or 
chartered, and to be fitted out, and equipped, and provie- 
ioned, for the purpose of conveying relief to the expedition 
under the command of Doctor Elisha Kent Kane, of the 
United States Navy, which sailed in May, 1853, for the 
Arctic seas, in search of Sir John Franklin; and to detail 
such officers and men from the Navy, and to accept the 
services of such volpnteers, at his discretion, as may be 
required for the conduct and manning thereot. And that 


| the expenses hereby authorized be paid out of any money 


in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
reception of that resolution. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I hope the gentleman will 
withdraw his objection. I wish merely to have it 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. JONES. Ido not withdraw my objection. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I move to suspend the 
rules to enable me to present it. 

Mr. ROBBINS. Upon that motion | demand 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was then taken; and the House 
refused to suspend the rules. 


I object to the 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Assury Dickiys, their Secretary, informing 
the House that they had passed, without amend- 
ment, House bill (No. 393) for the relief of Jacob 
McLellan. 

Also, that they had passed a joint resolution 
(No. 28) for the appointment of Regents in the 
Smithsonian Institution; and a bill (No. 501) sup- 
plemental to an act therein mentioned. 


MEMPHIS NAVY-YARD. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, by unanimous 
consent, offered the following resolution; which 
was read, considered, and adopted: 

Reso!ved, That the President be requested to communi- 
cate to this House any proposition which may have been 
made to the Government by the city authorities of Mem- 
phis, relative to the navy-yard property recently ceded to 
that city, together with bis views and those of the Navy 
Department, as to the propriety of accepting the proposed 
recession, and of reéstablishing a naval depot and yard of 
construction at Memphis. 

BINDING OF FINANCE REPORT. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. The annual 
report upon the state of the finances is now laid 
upon our tables, as usual, in an uncutand unbound 
condition. I propose to offer a resolution for their 
binding, similar to the one I offered the other day 
in reference to the estimates,of the Secretary of 
the Treasury. I ask the consent of the House to 
offer the following: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be directed to 
have the report of the Secretary of the Treasury on the 
state of the finances cut and bound, for the use of the 
members of this House. 


There was no objection; and the resolution was 


|) received and adopted. 
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CAPTAIN THOMAS PORTER, DECEASED. 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana. I ask the consent of 
the House to introduce a joint resolution. 

There was no objection; and the resolution was 
introduced, and read a first and second time by its 
title, a 

A the relief of the children of Captain 
Thomas Porter, deceased. 

Mr. LANE. I propose to ask that that reso- 
lution shall be put upon its passage, and that the 
House may understand the grounds upon which 
it is t ased, | send to the clerk’s table a letter from 
the Commissioner of Pensions, which I ask may 
be read 

The letter was read. It states that an act was 
passed during the last session directing that the 
name of Captain Thomas Porter be placed upon 
the roll of invalid pensions, at twenty dollars per 
month, commencing on the 2d day of March, A. 
D. INS1, deducting from said amount such sum 
or sums as had been heretofore allowed and paid 
to him as pension money. It now appears, how- 
ever, that Captain Porter died on the 6th day of 
February before the act was passed. Under these 
circumstances further action of Congress is neces- 
sary before the money can be paid to his children. 

‘The joint resolution was then read in extenso. 
It provides that the pension due Captain Thomas 
Porter by the act of August 5, 1854, be paid to 
his administrator, to be distributed by him in the 
same manner as arrearages of pensions to deceased 
pensioners are distributed. 

Mr. LANE. I willstate tothe House that while 
the bill for the relief of Captain Porter was pending, 
he died. After the news of his death reached this 
city, I had the bill amended so as to provide for 
the payment of the money to his administrator; 
and the bill passed this House in that shape. It 
went to the Senate, and they, not knowing of the 
death of Captain Porter, struck out that provision. 
It came back to the Elouseand my colleague, [Mr. 
Henpricks,] believing that the money could be 
drawn under the bill as it came from the Senate, 
moved to concur, and it passed in that shape. 
This joint resolution provides merely that the 
money shall be paid to the administrator for the 
benefit of the children of Captain Porter. 1 hope 
the House will pass it. 

The joint resolution was then ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time; and being en- 
grossed, it was subsequently read the third time, 
and passed, 


MILITARY SUPERVISION OF CIVIL WORKS. 


follows: 


Mr. SAPP, by unanimous consent, offered the 


following resolution; which was read, considered, 
and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the special committee eppointed at the | 


Jast session, on the subject of military supervision of civil 
works, and which reported only in part, be continued with 
all its powers, to examine and report upon those branches 
of the inquiry mtrusted to them not yet reported upon. 


BUSINESS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. HAMILTON. [ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to offer the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, 


the 19th, 20th, and 2!st instant, be set apart for business for 
the District of Columbia. 


Mr. SKELTON. I object to that. 

Mr. HAMILTON. Then I move to suspend 
the rules. Some time ought to be devoted to the 
business of this District, and the resolution only 
asks for three days. 

The rules were suspended, (two thirds voting in 
favor thereof,) and the resolution was considered, 
and agreed to 

Mr. HAMILTON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted, and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


APPROPRIATION BILLS. 
Mr. HOUSTON, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported the following bills; which 


were severally read a firstand second time by their | 


respective titles, referred to the Committee of the 


Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to | 


be printed: 

A bill making appropriation for the support of 
the Military Academy for the year ending 30th of 
June, 1856; and 

A bill making appropriation for the support of 
the Army for the year ending 30th June, 1856. 





POSTPONEMENT OF THE SPECIAL ORDER— 
THE PACIFIC RAILROAD. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If the House will indulge 
me, I desire to make a motion now to go into the 
Committee of the W hole on the state of the Union, 
with a view that we may distribute, at this early 


period of the session, the President’s message to 
the various committees, that they may have it 
before them for the purpose of carving out and 
preparing the business 


1! of the session. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama, and perhaps the Flouse, may not remember 
that there is a special order in the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union that would 
control the committee. 


Mr. McDOUGALL. 


I desire that that special 
order shall be postponed. 


I move that it be post- 


| poned until the second ‘Tuesday in January next; 


and I will state my reason for making that motion. 
When the special order was postponed until this 
day, at the last session, it was understood that 
the reports of the engineers would be laid upon 
the tables of members at the opening of this pres- 
ent session. I have called on the Secretary of 
War, and he informs me that no reports of sur- 
veys will be laid before the House before about 
the Ist of January. Some of them have come in 
but lately, and it has been impossible to compile 
and arrange them so as to be intelligible. They 
will, however, all be here by the Ist of January 
next, and the subject can then be fully and fairly 
considered, with these reports in the hands of 
members. I hope the House will consent to the 
postponement. 

The motion to postpone was agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I now renew my motion. 
ENGRAVING OF MAPS——PACIFIC RAILROAD | 

SURVEYS. 

Mr. McDOUGALL (Mr. Hovsron temporarily 

ielding the floor) submitted the following reso- 
Gian: which was read, considered, and agreed | 


| to: 


Resolved, That the maps accompanying the reports of 
engineers of the Pacific railroad surveys be lithographed and 
printed for the use of the members of this House. 


DISCIPLINE OF THE NAVY. 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. ‘December 1] 


expenditures ; together with the “ estimates for appronr 
tuuwns,’’ be referred to the Committee of Ways and Me. : 

3. Resolved, Viat so much of the said ine Ssave ay pe 
companying documents as relates to the Army ofthe { 3 : 
States, and recommends an increase and modificatiny, of, 
same, together with ail recommendations for new ar 
forts, magazines, and barracks, or the discontinuance or, 
ones, be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs — 

1. Resolved, That so much of the said message a»), 
companying documents as relates to the Navy of the tu 
States, and recommends an increase and reform of the s —s 
be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, oe 

5. Resolved, That so much of said message and acroy, 
panying documents as relates to the modification of the pros 
ent judicial system of the United States ; to the records and 
papers of a public character; of the several officers of ti, 
Government; to making false entries in said books, or », 
turning false accounts, be referred to the Committee oni, 
Judiciary. 

6. Resolved, That so much of the said message and a». 
companying papers as relates to Our intercourse wit) th, 
various Indiau tribes, be referred to the Committee on |) 
dian Affairs. 

7. Resolved, That so much of said message and acen, 
panying documents as relates to the Post Office Departmey: 
its Operation and condition, be referred to the Committe. 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. : 

8. Resolved, That so much of said message and ac 
panying documents as relates to commerce ; to a revision of 
the existing laws for the maintenance of discipline, and thy 
protection of life and property at sea, be referred to ti. 
Committee on Commerce. 

9. Resolved, That so much of said message and aceon. 
panying documents as relates to the public lands, their » 
vey and sale; to grants of land in aid of the construct 
of railroads ; be referred tothe Committee on Public Lani 

10. Resolved, ‘That so much of the said message ay 
accompanying documents as relates to the Dist: 
Columbia, be referred to the Committee for the District 9 
Columbia. 

ll. Resolved, That so much of said message and accop. 





SOtals 


| panying documents as relates to the public buildings ang 


Mr. BOCOCK, (Mr. Houston further yield- | 
ing the floor,) by unanimous consent, introduced 
a bill ** to provide for the more eflicient discipline 
of the Navy;’’ which was read a first and second 
time by its title, referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
EXCUSE FROM SERVICE ON A COMMITTEE. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of New York, (Mr. Houston 
still yielding.) I have been placed this session 
upon the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 1 was | 
before upon the Committee for the District of Co- 
lumbia. As I understand that there are gentlemen 
in the House who are not upon any committee, I 
ask to be excuséd from serving upon the Com- | 


| mittee for the District of Columbia. 


The question was put, and the motion was 


| agreed to. 


‘The question was then taken on the motion of 


' the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr Hovsron,] 


and it was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Umon, Mr. Stanton, of Tennessee, in the Chair. 


THE PRESIDENT S MESSAGE. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I now move to take up the 
annual message of the President of the United 
States to the two Houses of Congress at the 
present session, for distribution to the various | 
committees. 


The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. HOUSTON. In connection with this 
subject I propose the following resolutions: 


1. Resolved, That so much of the annual message of the | 
President of the United States to the two Houses of Con- | 
gress at the present session, as relates to our foreign affairs, | 
together with the accompanying correspondence in relation 
thereto; to marking the boundary between the United 
States and the British possessions in the Northwest, as des- 
ignated in the convention of the 15th June, 1846; to the 
extinguishment of the possessory rights of the Hudson’s | 
Bay Company and of the Puget Sound Agricultural Com- 
pany, under the third and fourth articles of said convention, 
be referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. | 

2. Resolved, That so much of the said message and ac- 
companying papers as relates to the existing tariff, and rec- 


ommends a revision and change of its provisions ; to the con- || 


| dition of the Treasury; tothe finances of the Government; | y manded 
to the public debt and its repayment; to the receipts and || Vessel, under the flag of the United States, and com 


grounds, be referred to the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds 

12. Resolved, That so much of said message and accom. 
panying documents as relates to patents, the cond ition and 
operations of the Patent Office, and the modification of 
isting patent laws, be referred to the Committee on Patenis 
and the Patent Office. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I have endeavored in these 
resolutions to distribute the various subjects enu- 
merated in the President’s message to the appro- 
priate committees, in accordance with the rules of 
the House. I have prepared them in strict con- 
formity to those rules; and unless there be some 
objection, I would like the vote to be taken on all 
these resolutions at once. 

Mr. GIDDINGS then addressed the committee, 
remarking that he desired to call the attention of 
the country rather to the omissions of the message 
than to any of the doctrines contained therein. 
He referred to the fact that for the first time in 
twenty-five years the Executive of the United 
States had failed to call attention to the subject of 
slavery. The President had even omitted to 
notice any of the points relating thereto contained 
in his former message; and this, he contented, 
was caused by the voice of the people, as recently 
announced at the ballot-box. 

The speech will be found in the Appendix. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I do not know 
that I have any desire to discuss the President's 
message, or that I have any amendments to offer 
to the resolutions which have been presented by 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means; but gentlemen would like to see these 
resolutions in print, and have an opportunity of 
learning whether they willover the whole ground 
embraced in the President’s message. [or the 

urpose, therefore, of affording that opportunity, 
uses that the committee do now rise. 

{Loud cries of ** No!’’] 

The question was taken, and the committee 
refused to rise. 

The question now being upon the adoption of 
Mr. Hovusron’s resolution, 

Mr. WHEELER moved the following as a0 
additional resolution: 


Whereas, the eleventh clause of the eighth section of 
the first article of the Constitution of the United Slates, 
declares that “the Congress shall have power’ —"\ 
declare war, grant letters of marque and reprisa!, and ms e 
rules concerning captures on land and water,’ &c ; 8 
whereas, the Constitution doth not invest the President © 
the United States, or any Department of the Federal Go" 
ernment, or any officer thereof, with power to declare Me 
or to levy or make offensive war, upon or against any de 
eign State, or Government, or community, or the pert . 
thereof, without the previous action of * the Congres) 
authorizing the same; and whereas, information Is 1) PO 
session of this House of the bombardment by a vessel °! = 
Navy of the United States, of a town situate in 4 — 
country, against which no declaration of war had been 
previously made, nor warlike hostilities by the 
Government, authorized by “ the Congress ;”” and, also, 
the invasion of said country by an armed force irom sal 


eas a 


Federal 


ey 


5 Meta 


] 














said 
nied 


if the Navy thereof, and the burning of said 
truction of the property of the residents 
eas, although the indigoities an d offenses 

t ¢ of the Uaited St 

ed such courses to be pursued, may 


Covernment of said foreign country, and any 





ites, which 


Government, trom making any just complaint 
ransactions; vet, insomuch as itis of 
to the States, and to the people of this 


it no violation of the constitutional com 

liv that no usurpation of the power of 
clare war,’ by the Executive branch of 

i or any oflice r thereof, be allowed to pass 
the grand inquest of the country; therefore, 


the House of Representatives of the Un'ted 

| taseliect committee, to be composed of thirteen 

od this House, be forthwith appointed, to inquire 

ivestigate as to the matters mentioned in the 

» this resolution, with plenary power to send for 

sand papers; and that said committee be instructed 

) iaguire Whether the Constitution of the United 

th been violated by any officer of the Government 

said transactions, and if so, by what officer or 

rs, and the circumstances connected therewith ; and 

it said committee do make report to this House as early 

wticable Whether apy, and if so, what further action 
essary or proper by this House in the premises. 


Mr. OLDS. ILraise a question of order. That 
is not in order. 


al 


res : = o% ‘ 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the opin- 
iat the resolution, in its present form, is not 
jn order. : 
Mr. OLDS. It has no reference to the Presi- 
dent’s message. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair presumes that 
the committee would have power to recommend 
the reference of that portion of the message toa 
speci il committee. 

“Mr. WHEELER. I withdraw that resolution, 
and offer the following as an amendment: 
Resolvel, That so much of said message as relates to the 
ent and burning of the town of San Juan de 
wr Greytown, be referred to a select committee 
nd that said committee be instructed to report 
is in relation thereto, and that said committee have 
jwwer to send for persons and papers. 


Mr. MILLSON. I raise another point of order 

uponthat resolution. Is it competent to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole to appoint a special com- 
mittee’ 
The CHAIRMAN. It is not, but the resolu- 
tions make no reference to any committee. They 
only recommend to the House to refer different 
portions of the message to certain committees. 

Mr. MILLSON, I refer to the amendment of 
the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Wuee reer. } 
That contemplates the appointment of a select 
committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is not aware 
of any principle of order or rale of the House 
that would prevent this committee from recom- 
mending the reference of any part of the message 
toa select committee. The Chair does not know 
that it has been usual to do it, but certainly it is 
not inconsistent with the object of the resolutions 
offered by the gentleman from Alabama. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. All the resolutions are 
merely recommendatory. 

Mr. MILLSON. I thought the amendment of 
the gentleman from New York provided for the 
appointment of a select committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 
amendment is in order. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I desire to know if there 
isany reason why a select committee should be 
raised to have this portion of the message referred 
toit. Itis atleast unusual. Wehave, | believe, 
standing committees to whom every portion of 
the message may be appropriately referred. 

Mr. OLDS, (interrupting.) If the gentleman 
be give way, 1 will raise another question of 
order 

Mr. RICHARDSON yielded the floor. 

Mr. OLDS. My point of order Ys this: that 
that portion of the President’s message which the 
gentleman from New York seeks to have referred 
to a select committee is, by one of the resolutions 
introduced by the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. 
Hovston,] referred to the standing Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, and, therefore, sis motion should 
¢& motion to amend that resolution, and not an 
independent resolution to refer the same portion 
of the message to a select committee, which the 
sentieman from Alabama seeks to refer to a stand- 
Ing committee, 

Mr. WHEELER. I offered thisas an amend- 
ment, withdrawing my original resolution. 


_ The CHAIRMAN. So the Chair understands 








t 


t,and cannot see that the gentleman from Ohio |! 430, being a bill for the relief of Henry 8S. Sand- |! 
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[Mr. Orns} is correct in his point of order. 
Chair, therefore, overrules the point, and decides 
the amendment in order. ; 

Mr.OLDSsS. Did the gentleman from New York 
offer this asan amendment to the resolution offered 
by the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Hovsroy,] 
referring that portion of the President’s message 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs? 

Mr. WHEELER. Yes. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New 
York offers his proposition as an amendment, and 
in that form the Chair proposes to put it to the 
committee. 

Mr. OLDS. If the original resolution and this 
amendment pass, you will be referring the same 
portion of the President’s message to the standing 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, and to the select 
committee of the House. 

Phe CHAIRMAN. That is a question of 
consistency and propriety for the committee to 
determine. 

The question was put on the adoption of the 
amendment. 

Mr. WHEELER demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Mitisown 
and Kerr were appointed, 

The question was taken, and the tellers reported 
—ayes O4, noes not counted. 

So, a majority of a quorum not having voted in 
the affirmative, the amendment was notagreed to. 


Mr. WADE. 


Resolved, That so much of the President’s message as 
relates to the improvement of rivers and harbors be reterred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. WADE. I make that motion, Mr. Chair- 
man, for this reason: The resolution, as offered 
by the gentleman from Alabama, and as now be- 
fore the committee, does not embrace that part of 
the President’s message. It refers to specific 
matters to go to the Committee on Commerce, 
not including this; and | simply propose by my 
resolution to have this portion of it referred in 
like manner. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was not agreed to. 

The question then recurred on the resolutions 
offered by Mr. Llousron, and they were collect- 
ively agreed to. 

Mr. OLDS. I move that the committee do now 
rise, and report these resolutions to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose;and Mr. Ricu- 
arpson having taken the chair as Speaker pro 
tempore, the Chairman of the committee reported 
that the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union had had under consideration the state of 
the Union generally, and especially the annual 
message of the President of the United States to 
the two Houses of Congress, and had instructed 
him to recommend to the House a series of reso- 
lutions. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I ask the previous question 
on the adoption of those resolutions. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and under the 
operation thereof, the resolutions were adopted, 


OCEAN MAIL STEAMERS. 

Mr. OLDS. During the last session of Con- 
gress, a bill was reported from the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads, and referred tothe 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
relative to mail steamers. There is now pending 
a motion to reconsider the vote by which it was 
so referred. Il ask that that motion may be con- 
sidered new, so that the bill may be referred back 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 

toads. 

The title of the bill was read, as follows: 

House bill (No. 244) abolishing the present 
ocean mail steam-service, and authorizing the Post- 
master General to relet the same in accordance 
with the usages and regulations appertaining to 
the inland mail service; and for other purposes. 

The question was taken, and the motion to 
reconsider was agreed to. 

Mr. OLDS. I now move to recommit the bill 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 

toads. 

The motion was agreed to. 

HENRY S. SANDFORD. 


Mr. INGERSOLL. Iask leave to report from 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs Senate bill No. 


I offer the following resolution: 


The | 


29 


ford, and to move that the bill be put upon its 
passage. I think that a few words of explanation 
will satisfy the House of the pri priety of my 
request. 

‘The title of the bill was then read. 

Mr. SKELTON objected. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I hope that the gentleman 
from New Jersey will wrhdraw his objection, I 
move that the bill be put upon its passage. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
upon a reconsideration. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I think the Chair is in 
error. The bill was reported back at this session 
from the Committee on Foreign Ailairs, witha 
recommendation that it pass. 

Mr.GROW. Must it not go to the Committee 
of the-Whole on the state of the Union? 

Mr. INGERSOLL. It had been previously 
referred to the Committee on l’oreign Affairs. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. If that is the 
situation of the bill, objection being raised, it can- 
not be put upon its passage now. 

Mr. COBB. I move that we proceed to the 
consideration of bills upon the Speaker’s table, 
with a view of referring them to their appropriate 
committees. 

Mr. SAPP moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution inregard to the special com- 
mittee appointed at the last session upon the sub- 
ject of the military supervision of civil works was 
agreed to, and to lay the motion to reconsider upon 
the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COBB. Is it not in order to proceed to 
business upon the Speaker’s table? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It can only be 
done by unanimous consent. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. What is the regular order 
of business? 

The SPEAKER. 
for reports. 

On motion by Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, 
the House then, at ten minutes before two o'clock, 
adjourned till to-morrow, at twelve o'clock, m. 


Phe question is 


The call upon committees 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, December 12, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Hewry Suicer. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


PUBLIC PRINTING. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 


Senate the second annual report of the Superin- 
tendent of Public Printing, showing the condition 
of the public printing; which was ordered to lie 
on the table, and be printed. 


CAPTAIN THOMAS PORTER. 


A messave was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, 

announcing that they had passed a joint resolu- 
tion for the relief of the children of Captain 
Thomas Porter, deceased. 

Mr. PETTIT. I ask the Senate to proceed to 
the consideration of the joint resolution which has 
just been received from the House. It will be seen 
that it is simply to supply a deficiency in a bill of 
last year. 

The motion was agreed to; and the joint reso- 
lution was read a first and second time by unan- 
imous consent, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. It proposes to direct the proper 
accounting officer to pay to the administrator of 
Captain Thomas Porter, deceased, out of the 
money appropriated for the payment of invalid 
pensions, the amount of pension due Captain 
Porter at the time of his death, by virtue of the 
act of Congress of August 5, 1854, which money 
is to be distributed, by the administrator, to Cap- 
tain Porter’s children, in the same manner as 
arrearages of pensions are distributed to the chil- 
dren of deceased pensioners. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
without amendment, ordered toa third reading, 
reav. a third time, and passed. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, 
announcing that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the following enrolled bi!! 

A bill relinquishing to the State of Wisconsin, 
the lands reserved for salt springs therein; and 

A bill for the relief of Enoch 8. More. 
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Which were then signed by the President pro 
tempore. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of Mar- 
garetta D ipienac, dauvhter of Bezaleel Howe, 
an officer in the revoluti mary war, praying to be 
allowed a pension; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions 

Also, the petition of Susan Palmer, widow of 
Junis B. Palmer, an officer of New York volun- 
teers in the last war with Great Britain, praying 
to be allowed vounty land; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, a petition of residents of the State of New 
York, pr iying that measures may be taken to 
secure to American citizens, residing or traveling 
in foreign countries, the enjoyment of the rights 
of conscience and of public worship; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, the memorial of Miguel Montiel, an offi- 
cer in Colonel Domingo’s company of spies in 
the Mexican war, praying that bounty land may 
be vranted him and the other members of that 
company; which was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Also, the petition of Dennison E. Seymour, rep- 
resenting that he was induced through misrepre- 
sentations to enlistina company of United States 
engineers, and praying remuneration for losses 
sustained, and hardships endured in consequence 
thereof; which was referred to the Committee on 
Mialit iry Affairs. 

Mr. SH1ie LDS submitted additional documents 
in relation to the claim of the heirs of James Bell, 
deceased; which were referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. NORRIS presented the petition of the heirs 
of Simon Smith, praying to beallowed the arrears 
of pension, which they allege to have been due 
hin; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Also, the memorial of Justin Spaulding, asking 
pay for his services as chaplain on board the ship 
Independence; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. SUMNER presented the petition of Ebe- 
nezer Hitchcock, a soldier in the last war with 
Great Britain, praying to be allowed a pension; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. SLIDELL presented the petition of the 
heirs of James Heard, deceased, a captain in the 
New Jersey line of the Continental Army, pray- 


ing to be allowed the half pay for life to which he | 


was entitled; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. CASS presented a document in relation to 
the claim of Judge Schley and Judge Witherell to 
compensation for extra services while United 
States judges for the Territory of Michigan; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of William A. Cameron, on 
the files of the Senate, be referred to the Commitiee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 


On motion by Mr. WELLER, it was 

Ordered, That the report of the Committee on Claims on 
the memorial of Charles Homer, be recommitied to the 
Comunittee on Claims. 

On motion by Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of General Robert Armstrong, 
on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. BRODHEAD, it was 


Ordered, That Joseph Nock have leave to withdraw his 
petition and papers. 


REPORTS FROM A STANDING COMMITTEE. 


Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to whom-was referred a bill for the 
relief of Cuarles W. Carroll, reported it back 
without amendment. 

He also, from the sanie committee, to whom 
wae referred a bill from the House of Representa- 
tives granting bounty land to Cornelius Coffey, 
reported it back without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for the relief of Eleanor Hoople, of the 
Province of Canada, reported it back without 
amendment. 

He-also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Simeon Stedman, pray- 


ing payment of an amount due him for services as 
a soldier in the last war with Great Britain, sub- 
mitted a report, accompanied by a bill for his 
relief; which was read, and passed to a second 
reading. 

NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, gave notice of his 
intention to ask leave to introduce a bill to give to 
railroad companies three years within which to 
pay the duties on iron imported for railroad pur- 
poses. 

BOUNTY LAND LAWS. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. In pursuance of previous 
notice, | ask leave to introduce a bill ** in addition 
to certain acts granting bounty land to certain 
officers and soldiers who have been engaged in the 


‘military service of the United States,’’ which I 


ask may be read a first time, and ordered to be 
printed. I will not ask for its reference to astand- 
ing committee, for reasons which I wil! state when 
I call it up for consideration in a few days. 
The bill was read a first time, and passed to a 
- 1 r i 
second reading. It was also ordered to be printed. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. SH{ELDS, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce the 
following bills; which were severally read a first 
and second time by their titles, and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce: 

A bill to continue the improvement of the Illi- 
nois river; 

A bill to continue the improvement of the harbor 
of Waukegan, in Illinois,on Lake Michigan; and 

A bill to continue the improvement cf the harbor 
of Chicago, in Illinois. 


He also asked and obtained the unanimous con- | 


sent of the Senate to introduce a bill for the relief 

of Thomas T. Russell, of Florida; which was 

read a first and second time by its title, and referred 

to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
JUDICIARY SYSTEM. 

Mr. BUTLER. | give notice that I shall ask 
the Senate, on the first Tuesday in January next, 
to take up for consideration the bill reported at 
the last session by the Committee on the Judiciary, 
to modify and amend: the judicial system of the 
United States. I ask that it be made the special 
order for that day. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 
read a second time, and its further consideration 
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was postponed to, and made the special order for, | 


Tuesday, January 2, 1855. 


REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 

Mr. EVANS. Mr. President, a bill has been 
before the Senate since March last, to provide for 
the settlement of the claims of the officers of the 
revolutionary army. It was postponed at a late 
day of the last session, to the first day of this 
session, but was not taken up. I now move that 


it be taken up, and mace the special order of the | 


day for the first of January next. 
The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 


postponed to, and made the order of the day for, | 


Monday, January 1, 1855. 
CHAPLAINS TO CONGRESS. 


On motion by Mr. SEWARD, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the following resolution sub- 
mitted by him on the 5th instant: 


Resolved, That two chaplains of Congress, of different | 


denominations, be chosen, one by each of the two Houses, 
to serve during the present session. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I move to amend the 
resolution by striking out the words ** of different 
denominations.”’ 
that we should hamper ourselves in respect to the 
different denominations, especially as my friends, 
the Methodists, are divided into a Church North, 


and a Church South, and may therefore, for the | 


purposes of this resolution, be regarded as different 
denominations. | believe this to be a hostile move- 
ment directed at the present chaplain [Mr. Slicer] 
of this House, who is my choice, and I wish to 
oppose it here and everywhere. I believe itisa 
movement directed at him, and because of his 
sentiments upon the very question which has 
severed and snapped the cords which once bound 
the Methodist Church, North and South. 

Mr. SEWARD. 
this resolution was drawn by me in the customary 


I will barely state, sir, that | 


° e.s . | 
I telieve it is quite unnecessary 


December 12, 
have no tenacity about the denominations, | | 
no objection to having both chaplains of 
denomination. I have no objection to taking the, 
from different denominations, or any denomins. 
tion. If it be the pleasure of the Senate to c} 
the practice in that respect which has heretos, re 
prevailed, and it shall be agreed to by the Hous. 
of Representatives, | shall make no objection, | 
see, however, no objection to the old system, anq 
! had supposed it would be most acceptable ty 
Congress. 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, I think there jy 
a joint ruleof the two Houses, which requires 
that chaplains shall be elected, one for each 
House, and that joint rule prescribes, accordins 
to my recollection, that they shall be of differen, 
denominations. Now,I do not see why the Sen. 
ator from New York should offer a resolution tp 
go into the election of chaplains, and declare tha: 
we shall conform to that rule, unless he has some 
specific reason for doing so; and if the Senato; 
from New York has a specific reason for doing 
so, I suggest to that Senator that he disclose jt tp 
the Senate. Sir, if 1 am right in the assumption 
that the joint rule requires the chaplains elected 
to be of different denominations, then it rests 
with the two Houses to conform to that rule, and 
if they do not conform to it, each House is re. 
snonsible for its action. I shall, with greg 
pleasure, vote for a resolution to go into the 
election of chaplains, but I see no reason patent 
upon the resolution, why we should be required 
in doing so to conform to any existing rule. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will remark 
that there is no such joint rule. The matter has 
heretofore depended on the action of the two 
Houses, and [| believe it has been the practice to 
declare that the chaplains should be of different 
denominations. 

Mr.SEWARD. The honorable Senator from 
Virginia has proceeded upon a supposititious case, 
which, I think, is entirely erroneous. I know of 
no such joint rule. If the honorable Senator from 
Virginia does, he will have the goodness to point 
out that rule to the Senate. If there be no law of 
the United States, and no joint rule on the subject, 
then i do not know how otherwise we are to reach 
this election than bya joint resolution. The joint 
resolution which I have offered is copied from the 
joint resolutions which have been heretofore 
passed by the two Houses of Congress at every 
session since | have had any knowledge of their 
proceedings. As I said before, I have no specifc 
object—if I had I sheuld explain it. Inregard to 
any personal question in this matter, | can say 
that I know nothing of any such question. On 
the second day of the session, when we met here, 
the question arose about chaplains—whether a 
chaplain was to be elected in the proceedings 
necessary to organize the House. I offered this 
resolution in this shape, without the knowledge 
of the fact that the two chaplains who officiated 
at the last session were of the same denomination. 
I offered it in this form, because it was the cus 
tomary form. 

That is all I have to say, sir, on that subject; 
but, since I am up, I will explain how it is that it 
seems to be necessary to have a resolution to pro- 
ceed to the election of Chaplain. 

At the last session—the first session of this 
Congress—a joint resolution, similar in all respects 
to this resolution, and I believe in hac verba, was 
passed by this body, and sent to the other House, 
of course. That resolution provided that two 
chaplains should be elected of different denom- 
inations, one by each House, for that session of 
Congress. It went tothe other House, and there 
that resolution was laid upon the table. After- 
wards a jomt resolution was introduced into that 
House, by which it was provided that two chap- 
lains should be elected for this Congress. The 
other House proceeded, under that resolution, t0 
elect a chaplain. They notified this House, not 
that they had passed the joint resolution formerly 
passed by the Senate, but that they had passed & 
joint resolution for the election of chaplains, on¢ 
by each House; and in the notice which they gave 
they stated that the election was for that session 
of Congress. When that notification came here 
that resolution was read, but, as I learn from the 
Secretary, no action was had upon it; there was 
no concurrence in it; but the Senate, without any 
action upon it, on the motion of the honorable 
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|| form, as I have always understood it tobe. I || Senator from lowa, {[Mr. Jonzs,] proceeded to 
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the election of a chaplain, and the present in- 
; nt was elected. 


a 7 the matter stands in this way: that at 
\ “4 session each House elected a chaplain 
yo ut any joint resolution or joint agreement 
7 hat pur ose. Wecertainly have no chaplain 
ve . | ecause the chaplain elected by the Senate 
last oe + was elected for the last session only. 


| have nothing to say, sir, in regard to the im- 

tations upon the motives which actuate me in 
this transaction. [ am prepared to act with the 
Senate in the appointment ofa chaplain of any 
denomination, and to acquiesce In any choice they 
may make. I claim, of course, the right to vote 
as | think best. If it be the pleasure of the Sen- 
1s to saree to the motion to strike out, | have no 


dent 


® 
npiection. 

7 Vr. CASS. If this were a resolution intro- 
duced at the commencement of a term of Congress 
i should vote for it; but we have only a very short 
cession before us. ‘There are now two gentlemen 
; ing as chaplains who acted during the last 
session, and it seems to me to be the better course 


to continue them for the short time which re- 


* 


mains 

T Ir. WELLER. I should like to ascertain 
whether the chaplains were elected at the com- 
mencement of the last session under a resolution 
- to this, requiring that they should be of 
diferent denominations. I understand that the 
chaplain of the House of Representatives, as well 
as the chaplain of the Senate, is a member of the 
Methodist church; but one, it is said, belongs to 
the Church South, and the other to the Church 
North, and if so it has been construed that they 
belong to different denominations. Now, what I 
desire to ascertain is whether, at the last session, 
we elected under a resolution requiring that chap- 
lains of different denominations should be elected 
for the respective Houses. In other words, I wish 
to ascertain whether the Senator from New York 
intends by this resolution to supersede the present 
incumbent. Iam for the reélection of Mr. Slicer, 
he having given satisfaction, as 1 think, to the 
reasonable portion of the Senate. I should like 
to have that information, Mr. President, before 
the vote is taken. 

Mr.STUART. We elected on our own mo- 
tion last year, | understand. 

The PRESIDENT. The Secretary will read 
from the Journal the proceedings at the last ses- 
sion in relation to this question. 

The Secretary read, as follows, from the Jour- 
nal of Monday, December 5, 1853: 

“Mr. Bricut submitted the following resolution ; which 
was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: , 

* Resolved, That two chaplains, of different denomina- 
tions, be appointed for the present session, one by each 


House, and to interchange, weekly, between the two 
Houses.” 





He also read the following from the Journal of 
Wednesday, December 7, 1853: 

‘A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. 
McKean, their Chief Clerk : 

“Mr. Presipenr: The House of Representatives have 
passed a resolution for the election of two chaplains to offi- 
ciate alternately during the present session of Congress.”’ 

* * 7 * . 7 * 


“ The resolution of the House of Representatives for the 
election of chaplain having been read, 

“On motion by Mr. Jones, of lowa, 

“ The Senate proceeded to the election of a chaplain, on 

their part, and the Rev. Henry Slicer was duly elected.”’ 
_ Mr. WELLER. It seems, sir, from the read- 
ing of the Journal, that the House of Represent- 
alives never agreed to the resolution which was 
originally submitted to, and adopted by, the Sen- 
ate, requiring that the chaplains should be of 
different denominations: The House of Repre- 
sentatives simply passed a resolution to proceed 
to the election of a chaplain for each branch of 
Jongress. The election was held under the res- 
olution of the House of Representatives, it having 
een concurred in by the Senate. Therefore, I 
think, at the commencement of the last session of 
ongress, there was no resolution, no vote of the 
Senate requiring that the chaplains should be of 
different denominations. I am in favor of having 
the election in the same way and in the same 
manner in which it was held at the commenceinent 
of the last session. 

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, 1 will state 
again how [ understand that transaction to have 
occurred. No joint resolution was passed by both 
Houses. So the elections, such as they were, 
Were made by the two Houses severally, under 





to elect atail. 1 understand the House, in point 
of fact,—and so it appears by their Journal when 
they entered on the election,—elected a chaplain 
for the Congress; but when they sent a notice of 
what they had done to the Senate, that notice 
stated that they had elected for the session. I 
suppose the Senate misunderstood the message 
which was received from the House, and pre- 
sumed the House had concurred in the Senate’s 
resolution, and, under that mistake, they proceeded 
to elect, and elected for the session. But it turns 
out that there was no joint resolution passed; so 
that neither election was held in pursuance of one 
but each election was conducted by each House 
upon its own authority and in its own way. 

In regard to the requirement that the chaplains 
should be of different denominations, it has seemed 
to meto bea salutary and an impartial rule. I[ 
prefer thatway. I have no prejudice against the 
present incumbent. I[t is not any question about 
the present incumbents in the two Houses that 
determines my vote. I am not tenacious about 
retaining that portion of the resolution, though | 
hope we shall continue according to the old cus- 
tom, because I prefer to stand on the ancient ways, 
unless there be some reason for a change. 

Mr. WELLER. Mr. President, the election 
of chaplains of different denominations requires, 
of course, the joint action of both branches of 
Congress. The House of Representatives, at the 
last session, virtually refused to agree to a resolu- 
tion of that character. They proceeded to elect a 
chaplain of their own, without paying any regard 
whatever to the denomination to which the chap- 
lain of the Senate might belong. I am in favor, 
therefore, of proceeding in the same manner in 
which the House of Representatives have pro- 
ceeded. They have elected their chaplain, and I 
desire now that the Senate should proceed to elect 
theirs. The House of Representatives have virtu- 
ally refused to accede to a proposition similar to 
that which is now submitted by the Senator from 
New York, and to which the House must accede 
before it can be carried out; and for that reason | 
prefer that the Senate should elect its own ehap- 
lain, irrespective of the House. 

Mr. STUART. Perhaps, Mr. President, it is 
not in order to offer a substitute for this resolu- 
tion, which shall make it merely a resolution of 
the Senate. Iam inclined to think not, though 
the Chair may disagree with me; but that is the 

|, object I should like to reach. The House has its 
chaplain for the whole Congress; we have one, it 

| seems, for a single session. Now, sir, there is a 
| manifest impropriety in offering and passing a 


some misapprehension, without a joint agreement | 


resolution which shall call on the House to dis- | 


place its chaplain, elected for the Congress, and 
| go into a new election. It has become a distinct 
| matter of the two Houses. Our object can be 
|| best attained, it seems to me, only by electing a 
| chaplain for this session. If I am right in sup- 
|| posing that it is not in order to amend this resolu- 
tion for that purpose, | shail vote to reject it; and 
then, if no other Senator does it, I shall offer a 
simple resolution to proceed to the election of a 
chaplain for this session. 
Mr. MASON. Mr. President, I have looked 
upon it, since I have been in the Senate, as a mat- 
| ter of invariable usage—and | think a very proper 
|| usage—in providing for the alternating, between 
the two Houses, of their chaplains; also to pro- 
vide that those chaplains should be of different 
| denominations. It is a matter of proper deference 
to public opinion, to say nothing more of it, that 
| our busimess here on each day should be opened, 
| according to the forms of the d:fferent religious 
sects, by prayer, and I have yielded cheerfully to it; 
but I think that that usage which would show to 
the world that the Congress of the United States 
favors no particular religion, should be preserved 
/and maintained. I had thought—and I was con- 
| firmed in that opinion by some Senators around 
| me—that this matter of constant usage rested ona 
joint rule of the two Houses. It seems, however, 
that it rests only upon a concurrent cr joint res- 
olution adopted at each Congress. Now, I am 


for adhering to that usage, as far ns I can do it by | 


my vote. I think it is salutary that we should 
not even appear to favor any particular religious 
-denomination, or give a preference to one over 
another. But if the Senator from Michigan, who 
| last spoke, [Mr.Srvarrt,] be correct in saying that 


|| we have got into a little tangle with the House, by |, 
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the House having, at the last session, elected a 
chaplain for the whole Congress, while we elected 
for but one session, I think, with him, the better 
way to disentangle it is to vote down, if it be per- 
severed in, the proposition of the Senator from 
New York, which, | understand, is the usual joint 
resolution, and elect, for this session only,a chap- 
lain for the Senate. Then at the next session the 
matter can be remedied by the usual joint resolu- 
tion. There would appear to be a tangle between 
the two Houses—I dare say inadvertentiy—and 
we could not ask the House now to displace its 
chaplain, with a view to return to the former usage. 

The PRESIDENT. It is nota jomtresolution 
that is before the Senate; it isa simple resolution, 
and it is clearly in order to strike out all after the 
word ‘* Resolved,’’ and insert any other matter in 
relation to the subject. 

Mr. STUART. Then, if the Senator from 
Iowa will withdraw his amendment, I will offer a 
substitute. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I withdraw it. 

Mr. STUART. I offer the following as a sub- 
stitute for the resolution: ] 

Resolved, That the Senate will now proceed to the elec 
tion of a chaplain tor the Senate tor the present session. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I hope the substitute 
will be adopted. When I fighta chaplain, or any 
other man, | will do it, and in such a manner that 
he and his friends will know that I am fighting 
him eyejo eye. I know, sir, the motives whence 
this attack springs. I know that it is directed at 
a man whose only crime is that he has offered 
up his daily invocation for the preservation of 
this Union, and because he is a supporter of 
the Constitution of the United States. I know 
that that man has been denounced in al! of the 
northwestern States as the corrupt and supple 
instrument of the South, and of southern men, as 
I myself have been denounced. Thus has this 
man been assailed. FI alsehoods and anecdotes 
have been told upon him—emanating from the 
floor of the Senate, and the other branch of Con- 
gress—and retailed and repeated by itinerant 
and incendiary Abolition lecturers. He has been 
charged with having prayed daily for the passage 
of those compromise measures for which the ven- 
erable and now departed Senator from Kentucky 
{Henry Clay] spoke away his lungs. He has 
been arraigned, indicted, and lied about through- 
out my entire section of country by traveling 
minions from this and the other branch of Con- 
gress. Sir, when | desire to fight a chaplain, or 
a Senator, | will fight him for reasons openly 
given; I will not do it behind a bush; I will not 
seek by joint resolutions and indirect movements 
to accomplish that which | dare not openly avow. 

The amendment of Mr. Srvarr was agreed to; 
and the resolution as amended was adopted. The 
Senate accordingly proceeded to ballot, with the 
following result: 


tev. Henry Slicer received........+.24 votes. 
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Rev. Byron Sunderland.............1 
Whole number of votes cast......40 
Necessary to a choice.............21 


The Rev. Henry Sricer having received a 
majority of the votes cast, was declared duly 
elected chaplain of the Senate for the present 
session. 

ISAAC M. SIGLER. 

On motion by Mr. JONES, of lowa, the Senate, 
as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill from the House of Representatives 
for the relief of Isaac M. Sigler, of Putnam 
county, Indiana. 

Its object is to place the name of Isaac M. 
Sigler on the list of invalid pensioners, at the rate 
of eight dollars per month, from April 1, 1854. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Several messages in writing having been received 
from the President of the United States, on motion 
by Mr. MASON, the Senate proceeded to the 
consideration of Executive business; and, after 
some time spent therein, the doors were reopened; 
and the Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turspay, December 12, 1854. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 

TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION, 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the State Department, transmit- 
ting the returns made to that Department by the 
collectora of the customs of the number of seamen 
revistered at the several ports of entry during the 

ear ending the 30:h September, 1854; which was 


laid on the table, and ordered to be printed, 
PUBLIC PRINTING. 
Also, the second annual report of the Superin- 
tendent of the Public Printing; which, on motion 


by Mr. Roppins, was laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


HENRY 8S. SANFORD. 


Mr. INGERSOLL. 1 desire to call up the 
motion to reconsider the vote referring Senate bill 
(No. 435) ‘for the relief of Henry 8. Sandford, 
late chargé d’affaires of the United States at Paris. 

The bill was then read through by the clerk. 
It provides for the payment to Mr. Sandford of the 
sum of $6,223 82, being the amount of difference 
between the salary received by him as secretary 
of legation at Paris, from the 14th day of May, 
1853, and the 224 day of January, 1854, and the 
salary of chargé d’affaires for the same period, 
together with the usual outfit of a chargé d’af- 
faires, and for necessary clerk hire, the further 
sum of $1,170 63. 

Mr. LN\GERSOLL. If the House will indulge 
me for a moment, I will explain what I con- 
ceive to be the necessity for action at this time in 
this case. If the motion | have made prevail, I 
will then move to put the bill upon its passage. 
The bill comes from the Senate, having, as | 
understand, passed that body unanimously. It 
was accompanied with a report from the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs of that body, recom- 
mending its passage. The sum and substance of 
the report is, that Mr. Sandford was appointed by 
the last Administration as secretary of legation at 
Paris; that he acted as chargé d’atfaires nearly a 
whole year after the return of Mr. Rives to this 
country. He was, as such chargé d’affaires, put 
to great expense, relying for indemnification upon 
the usual custom of the Government in remuner- 
ating officers of this kind. 


I do not know of a | 


case where this allowance has been refused, and | 
1 do think that under the peculiar circumstances, | 


considering the condition in which Mr. Sandford 
is placed, and considering, too, that it has been 
the usual and uniform practice in such cases to 
grant the relief asked for, that there should be no 
hesitation upon the part of the House in passing 
the bill. [I hope that the bill will be passed, and, 
if in order, | move the previous question upon the 
passage of the bill. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Is the motion of the gentle- 
man from Connecticut to discharge the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs from all further consideration 
of the bill, for the purpose of bringing the bill 
immediately before the House? 

The SPEAKER. The motion is to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. The bill was referred to 
that committee at the last sessionof Congress. I 
will state in this connection, that the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs of the House have consented, 
and indeed instructed me to make this motion. 
The bill passed the Senate by unanimous consent, 
1 am informed. 

Mr.McMULLIN. I hope the gentleman from 
Connecticut will withdraw his demand for the 
previous question. Certainly he should do so, 
after having made a speech himself. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. 
tleman will renew it. 

Mr. MeMULLIN. Iwilldoso. It is notmy 
purpose to discuss the merits of this bill. I rise 
for an entirely different purpose. 1 desire to say 
to the House that | am not willing to depart from 
the general rule which oughtto govern this House 
in reference to all bills before it, which is that 
they shall come up in their regular order, as they 
stand before thia body. If the House now estab- 
lish the precedent of departing from that general 
rule, by taking this bill out of the usual course, 


I will do so, if the gen- 


by discharging from its consideration the com- 
mittee to which it has been referred, and by now 
putting it upon its passage, | ask ther if they can 
withhold the same courtesy in reference to all 
other bills, which any member may desire to 
take up and pass, out of its regular order? Cer- 
tainly they cannot, and I hope, for this reason, 
that they will leave the bill with the committee to 
be examined by them, and reported to the House 
in the usual course of business. 

And, in connection with this subject, I now give 
notice to gentlemen upon both sides of the House 
—without desiring to act discourteously to any 
member—that while there are many bills, all 
having the same right to demand the consideration 
of the House that this bill has, and the same 
ground upon which they shal! be made an excep- 
tion to the general rule, and be taken up out of 
their order, | shall object to any such course. If 


courtesy in reference to any other bjil. 

I therefore hope, that the House, at this early 
period of its session, will adhere to the general 
rule, in this respect, and not establish this objec- 
tionable precedent. You wiil save time by so 
doing. Without discussing the merits of this 
particular bill, | must say, that the course pro- 
posed to be pursued in reference to it, will lead to 
a great consumption of valuable time. You will 
save that time by letting all the bills take their 
regular course under the rule. 

in conformity to the pledge I made to the gentle- 
man from Connecticut, | now move the previous 
question upon the motion. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be now put. 

Mr. LETCHER. Will it be in order to move 
to lay the motion upon the table? 

Mr. SPEAKER. It will. 

Mr. LETCHER. ‘Then | make the motion. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 


The question recurring upon the motion to 
reconsider the vote by which the bill was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Afiairs. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio, demanded tellers. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Epmunpson || 


and Boyce were appointed. 
‘The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—fifty-eight in the aflirmative; noes not counted. | 
So the motion was disagreed to, a majority of | 
a quorum not voting in favor thereof, 
The SPEAKER. Reports are now in order | 
from the Committee of Elections. 


REFERENCE OF PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 


Mr. PECKHAM. I desire, at this time, to 
make a motion to reconsider the resolutions adopted 
yesterday by the House, by which the subjects | 
embraced in the President’s message were referred | 
to the different committees. I did not myself in- | 
tend to participate in a discussion upon the mes- | 

| 
| 
| 


sage. But | confess myself very much surprised 
at the very early disposition of it, and its being 
taken out of the Committee of the Whole when 
but one person had been heard in regard to it. 

There is one portion of the message in reference 
to which I desire to make some remarks—not in 
a general discussion—yet | am not prepared to 
make them now. There are some facts which I | 
desire to possess myself of, before 1 wish to be | 
heard upon the matter. I therefore move to re- 
consider the vote by which the reference was 
made, and ask that the motion may stand for a 
day or two. 

The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentle- 
man from New York will be entered, and it is 
competent for the House to allow theconsideration 
of it to pass over. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Consider it now. 

TheSPEAKER. Itiscompetent for any mem- 
ber to call it up at his pleasure. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The gentleman from 
New York can discuss any point in the message, 
when we are in Committee cf the Whole again— 
the message having been referred —just as well as 
f the message were up for consideration. I do 
not see that it is important, to accomplish his 
object, that the vote by which the message was 
referred, should be reconsidered. 

Mr. PECKHAM. I believe, with the gentle- | 
man, that it can be done, but never so appropri- 
ately as when the message is before the House 
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sume, is the proper time for discussion. I hays 
no intention of making a general speech on the 
subject. There, however, isa portion of the mes. 
sage which, in some degree, ought to be debated 
and its positions calied to the attention of this body 
and the country. ‘There certainly can beno greg, 
desire, nor any important consideration which 
requires the matter at once to be disposed of, | 
see no reason why it should be; and I should be 
obliged to the House if it would allow the motion 
for reconsideration to stand for a day or two for 
the purpose | have indicated. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from New 
York propeses to postpone consideration and action 
on his motion for reconsideration to some future 
day. if it be agreed to, it will be on the express 
ground and for the specified purpose of enabling 


| him to submit a speech which he admits can as 
| appropriately and as competently be made on any 
you grant this request, you cannot withhold a like || 


of the appropriation bills as on the reference of 
the President’s message. 

Mr. PECKHAM. Not as appropriately. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Just precisely the same lat. 
itude of debate is allowed in the one case as in 
the other. And, Mr. Speaker, this House wil 
indeed be presenting itself in a strange and re. 
markable attitude to the country, if business js 
delayed for debate at a short session, when it is 
so important to make an early commencement, 
We have no right to expect that we shall be, in 
any way, very much profited by any debate which 
may grow up on the President’s message. It ig 
asking the House to do a great deal to withhold 
this business from the committees of the body, and 
to prevent early action at this short session, simply 


| for the purpose of hearing a gentleman make a 


speech. I should be much pleased to hear the gen- 
tleman from New York makea speech on the Pres. 
ident’s message, or any other subject which could 


| come before us for discussion; but I cannot, as a 








|| member of this body, and desirous to advance the 
disagreed to, forty-five only voting in favor thereof. || 


public business, givea vote by which I will cause 


| a stand-stiil of the legislation for a week or two to 
| hear my friend from New York deliver his views 


on particular points. I cando it for no gentleman, 
and therefore | move that the motion to reconsider 
be laid upon the table. 

Mr. PECKHAM. Permit, Mr. Speaker, a 
single remark by way of answer to the gentleman 
from New York. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to lay the motion 
to reconsider upon the table is not debatable, as 
the gentleman is aware. 

The question was taken, and the motion to re- 
consider was laid upon the table, there being, on 
a division, ayes eighty-five, noes not counted. 


JACOB M’LELLAN. 


Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as correctly enrolled a bill of the 
following title; which received the Speaker’s siz- 
nature: A bill for the relief of Jacob McLellan. 


PRESERVATION OF LIFE AND PROPERTY. 


Mr. FULLER. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Commerce to report back Senate bill 
No. 393, entitled ‘* An act for the better preser- 
vation of life and property from vessels ship- 
wrecked on the coasts of the United States,’’ with 
a recommendation that it do pass. ; 

The bill comprises but four sections, and is sim- 
ple in its provisions. I may say for the informa- 
tion of the House, that if it had been acted on at 


| the last session it would have been the means, in all 


probability, of saving the lives of more than three 
hundred persons who have since been destroyed 
in the very locality where it is now proposed to 
authorize and direct the Secretary to erect stations 
and supply all the paraphernalia for the preser- 
vation of human life. It is one of those cases 
which demands immediate action, and [ trust that 
the bil may be now put upon its passage. 

The bill was read in ertenso. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
to takeup the bill? 

The SPEAKER. The bill has been regularly 


Was there consent 


“reported from the Committee on Commerce, and 
| the question now is, shall it be read a third time? 


ar the committee for consideration. Then, I pre- ul 


Mr. LETCHER. I have not examined the 
bill, but I think that it makes an appropriation. 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. Speaker, | was about to 
suggest that the bill had better be referred for 
further consideration to the Committee of (e 
Whole on the state of the Union. The House 
‘will see that this is only a part of a great model 








